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1. What is the Disability Access Fund (DAF)? 
 

The Equality Act 2010 ensures that Local Authorities and settings must not 

discriminate, harass or victimise disabled children and must make reasonable 

adjustments.  Local Authorities must ensure that children with a Special Education 

Needs and/or Disability entitled to a place are found suitable provision.  

 

From April 2017, the Government introduced the Disability Access Fund (DAF) this is 

new funding for early years childcare providers to support children with disabilities or 

special educational needs. 

 

DAF is to support access to early years childcare provision by supporting providers in 

making reasonable adjustments to their settings and/or help build inclusive capacity 

(this may be for the child in question or to benefit children as a whole attending the 

setting). 

 

The Local Authority will notify all early years childcare providers with details on how to 
claim this funding. 

2. Eligibility  
 

Two, Three and Four Year Olds will be eligible for DAF if they meet the following 

criteria: 

• the child is in receipt of child Disability Living Allowance (DLA) and; 

• the child receives Free Early Years Entitlement (FEYE) funding. 

Note:  4 year olds in primary and infant school reception classes are NOT eligible for 

DAF. 

3. Entitlement  
 

Providers who offer early years funded childcare for eligible Two, Three and Four Year 

Olds will be entitled to receive a lump sum of £910.00 DAF per year.  

DAF is not based on an hourly rate and is an additional entitlement. 

Children do not have to take up the full 570 hours of FEYE funded childcare for the 

provider to receive the DAF payment.  

 

Children will be eligible to receive the DAF payment where they meet the criteria and 

they take-up any period of FEYE funding.  It cannot be used to pay for additional 

hours.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/disability-living-allowance-children
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Providers should discuss with parents/carers, how they intend to use the DAF payment 

to support their child's needs. 

4. Identification - Eligible Children  

 

Early years childcare providers are responsible for identifying eligible children. 

Providers are encouraged to speak to parents/carers in order to find out who is eligible 

for DAF.   

 

Parents/carers of children qualifying for DLA are required to provide the original DLA 

Award Letter for providers to copy to document evidence of this entitlement.  

 

The DAF payment will not be awarded until the signed DLA proof is received. 

5. Declaration Form - Procedure  

 

The following procedures must be followed: 

Parents/Carers with legal responsibility 

• You should discuss with your provider how they intend to use the DAF payment 

to support your child's needs 
 

• Complete the Declaration Form  
 

• Hand the Declaration Form to your provider with the child’s original DLA 

Award Letter 

 

Provider: 

• Take a copy of the child’s original DLA Award Letter and return the original to 

the parent/carer  
 

• Sign and date the copy 

o ‘I confirm that this is a true copy of the DLA Award Letter and I have seen 

the original……………….(Signature and Date)’ 
 

• The DAF Declaration Form and proof of DLA must be returned by  

email to:        DAFApplication@halton.gov.uk   

mailto:DAFApplication@halton.gov.uk
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6. Payment of DAF  
 

The Local Authority will fund all early years childcare providers providing a place for 

each child eligible for DAF within their Borough at the fixed annual rate of £910.00 per 

eligible child. 

DAF will not be offset against any other funding which the Local Authority may 

ordinarily be providing for children eligible for DAF. 

DAF is payable as a lump sum once a year, per eligible child and is payable to the 

provider.  It will be paid again during the anniversary term the following year, as long 

as the child is still in receipt of DLA and still claiming FEYE. 

If a child eligible for DAF is splitting their FEYE funding across two or more providers, 

the Local Authority will ask parents to nominate the main provider. The Local 

Authority will then pay this provider the DAF for the child. 

If a child receiving DAF moves from one provider to another the new provider is not 

eligible to receive DAF for this child until the anniversary term of the previous 

payment, e.g. if payment was made in summer term, the anniversary term will be the 

summer term the following year. DAF received by the original setting will not be 

recouped by the Local Authority. 

The Local Authority will not provide DAF for eligible children accessing Out of Borough 

early years childcare provision - this is funded by the Local Authority where the 

provider is located.  

The provider’s Local Authority is responsible for checking the eligibility of the child for 

DAF. 

All providers who are eligible to receive FEYE funding for 2, 3 and 4 year olds are also 

eligible to receive DAF. 

7. Documentary Evidence - Expenditure and Outcomes  
 

It is anticipated that providers will be required to collate documentary evidence to 

confirm how the DAF payment has been spent.   

 

This may also include maintaining evidence of any impact on the child’s development 

that the funding has provided, in particular in terms of outcomes. 

 

It is recommended that providers collect and maintain this type of 

evidence/information. 

  



Disability Access Fund (DAF) Declaration Form 
 

Provider Name:  

Child’s Details (to be completed by the parent/carer with legal responsibility) 

 First Name Middle Name(s) Last Name 

Legal Name:    

Date of Birth: ____/____/________ Gender: Male / Female 
 

Disability Access Fund Declaration 

Two, Three and Four year old children who are in receipt of child Disability Living Allowance and are receiving 
Free Early Years Entitlement (FEYE) funding are eligible for the DAF.   

DAF is payable as a lump sum of £910.00 once a year per eligible child and is payable to the provider. 

You should discuss with your provider how they intend to use the DAF payment to support your child's needs. 

Is your child eligible and in receipt of Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA)? 

☐Yes ☐No 

Is the FEYE split across more than one childcare provider?   ☐Yes** ☐No 

** If yes, you must nominate a main provider to 
receive the DAF payment for on behalf of your child 

Name of nominated main provider: 

Declaration (to be completed by the parent/carer with legal responsibility) 

Please tick to show that you understand and agree with the following conditions of the entitlement to 
funding: 

☐ I confirm that the information I have given on this form is complete and accurate. I will inform my 
provider if any of these details change. 

☐ I understand that if I have given false information on this form, I may be asked to reimburse the provider. 

☐ I understand that personal information on this form is held on a secure database by Halton Borough 
Council for the duration of the time that my child receives Free Early Years Entitlement funding and will 
be used only for Local Authority purposes.  
Data Protection Act: Personal information on this form is treated in confidence and complies with the 
requirement of the Act. 

Declaration: I confirm that the information I have provided above is accurate and true. I understand and 
agree to the conditions set out in this document and I authorise funding to be claimed, as agreed above, 
on behalf of my child. 
 

Parent/Carer with legal responsibility 

Signed:  

Print Name:  

Date:  

Submission Procedure 

Parent/carer with legal responsibility 

• Complete this Declaration Form and hand into your Provider with the child’s original DLA Award Letter 

Provider  

• Follow the process outlined in Section 5 of the Disability Access Fund Early Years Policy 

• Email this form and a copy of the DLA letter to:  DAFApplication@halton.gov.uk 

mailto:DAFApplication@halton.gov.uk

