
 
 

 
 

Short Breaks Service 

      For Children with Disabilities 

 Newsletter w/c 6th February 2023 

This newsletter contains events and updates from various services around 

Halton, as well as other general information which you may find useful. You can 

find out more information on the Halton Local Offer page online or contact the 

Short Breaks Service for Children with Disabilities team too. 

 

Cheshire Ice Cream Farm – SEN sessions

 
 
Join the team at Cheshire Ice Cream Farm on Sunday 19th February from 9am-
11am for their SEN session. With reduced numbers, music and dryers turned off, 
ear defenders available on request, indoor play, all attractions open from 9am and 
the option to stay all day this is a great opportunity to have a treat! 
Check out more information on their website or on their social media channels 
including Facebook here. 

 

https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/
mailto:aiminghigh.fordisabledchildren@halton.gov.uk
https://www.theicecreamfarm.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/IceCreamFarm/
https://www.facebook.com/IceCreamFarm/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWqudK-DK29eucEe6mzhYZ2nBM0AboQo8Atw8UMjl_Ko0szaz0hUdUVsrK7HhWJM1snT_eR5Iv0Jv8YTmYgqnqBIffCgoyGSdAktr-JWIc9jFJFM81g_kxjFGphYYmFnpF8t-DU0C1t05ni9ELUBO_3hpmXbU_gnQd28Og00Eu9Z9uwOdSMmymhFWaqn0iYuNo&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R


 
 

 
 

After school Activity Hub with Positive Future – 

launches today 

 

Positive Future are pleased to confirm the launch their new after-school Activity 

Hub each weekday from 3.30pm to 6.30pm at their base in Waterloo Road 

Widnes from Monday 6th February. Call the team for more information on 0151 

422 0111 or drop them an email at gail@positivefutureltd.co.uk  

mailto:gail@positivefutureltd.co.uk
https://www.gatewaycommunity.co.uk/


 
 

 
 

Halton SEND Parent Carer Forum – SYNC Youth 

Club 

 
 

Join the Halton SEND parent carer forum for the SYNC Youth Club for young people 

aged 12-17 – the next session is on Saturday 11th February from 12.30pm-4.30pm at 

Moon Meadow Scout Hut, Farnworth, Widnes. Find out more on their Facebook 

page or drop the team an email at info@haltonsendpcf.org.uk  

https://www.facebook.com/HaltonSENDcarersforum
https://www.facebook.com/HaltonSENDcarersforum
mailto:info@haltonsendpcf.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Syncuk22


 
 

 
 

  

 

 Tourette’s Action – Monday 13th February 2023 7:30pm 

 Health Improvement Team with Steve Purcell                                                    

– Thursday 16th February 2023 7:30pm 

And on Wednesday 15th February there is the next Coffee Chat and Check-in at 
Hope Corner Community Church, 70 Clifton Road, Runcorn, WA7 4TD. Pop along 
and meet some of the team and other local parents in a warm, welcoming, and 
supportive environment. 

 

Contact’s campaign for school meal vouchers 

 

Contact is supporting a parent-led campaign to provide food vouchers for disabled 
children who can’t access their meals. 
 
Find out more about the #FreeSchoolMeals campaign on the Contact website 
here, and you can join their campaign on Facebook by clicking here. 

And as a reminder the Zoom meetings with 

various professionals continue throughout 

February. These are an informative and informal 

way to ask questions and seek support from the 

professionals. 

If you are not a member of the forum you can 

contact the Fourm by emailing 

admin@HaltonSendPCF.org.uk or visit their 

Facebook page or website: 

haltonsendcarersforum.org.uk to access the 

Zoom information. 

https://contact.org.uk/help-for-families/campaigns-and-research/free-school-meals-for-disabled-children/
https://contact.org.uk/help-for-families/campaigns-and-research/free-school-meals-for-disabled-children/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/451880946382719?fbclid=IwAR0SkyBlQBnKGlLEf5jQ-vwc145KQwKG08O6pNXGZFYKF-TF9FdidIxpvvc
https://haltonsendcarersforum.org.uk/
https://contact.org.uk/help-for-families/campaigns-and-research/free-school-meals-for-disabled-children/
mailto:admin@HaltonSendPCF.org.uk
https://m.facebook.com/HaltonSENDcarersforum/?paipv=0&eav=AfZHzDtvS0--MOCbLyFUsbSIjY74b5zZ3AQ88N37wwxSqzow0S1_1j4OK3901vVLTME
https://m.facebook.com/HaltonSENDcarersforum/?paipv=0&eav=AfZHzDtvS0--MOCbLyFUsbSIjY74b5zZ3AQ88N37wwxSqzow0S1_1j4OK3901vVLTME
https://haltonsendcarersforum.org.uk/


 
 

 
 

Disability ice skating sessions at Deeside 

Leisure Centre 

   

 

The sessions at Deeside Leisure Centre are £5 each with 1 carer free, and they have 

skating aids and a qualified coach available. The next available session is on Sunday 

5th March 12.30pm-1.15pm. Contact Jo Gillmore by emailing 

deesideiceskatingclub1974@gmail.com to book a space.  

mailto:deesideiceskatingclub1974@gmail.com
https://aura.wales/deeside-ice-arena/


 
 

 
 

Half-term activities at Beechwood Community 

Centre 

 

There are several activities this half-term at Beechwood Community Centre, call into 

the centre office Monday – Friday 9am-5pm to collect your tickets. 

 

https://beechwoodcentre.co.uk/


 
 

 
 

Gateway Community’s Saturday Youth Activity 

Hub 
 

 
   
Gateway Community are running their monthly Saturday Activity Hub from their base 
in Waterloo Road Widnes. The next session is on Saturday 25th February 10am-3pm 
with lunch and refreshments provided!  
 

Call 0151 422 0111 or email gatewayc2017@outlook.com to book your place. 

mailto:gatewayc2017@outlook.com
https://www.facebook.com/GWC17


 
 

 
 

SEND R US Drum-A-Long session 

 

 

Join the SEND R US team for their popular Drum-A-Long session on Saturday 11th 

February 11am-12.30pm at Ashley High School Widnes. 

Spaces are limited so message the team through Facebook to book your space! 

And don’t forget there is an additional one-off cooking class on Monday 13th 

February 5pm-7.30pm at Castlefields Community Centre –message through 

Facebook or email sendrus@mail.com to book a space! 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/SEND-R-US-CIC-101636242528503
https://www.facebook.com/SEND-R-US-CIC-101636242528503
https://www.facebook.com/SEND-R-US-CIC-101636242528503
mailto:sendrus@mail.com
https://www.facebook.com/SEND-R-US-CIC-101636242528503


 
 

 
 

The Sensory Gym at the Sensory Hive in 

Whiston 

 

The Sensory Hive is not-for-profit community organisation offering services in 

occupational therapy, sensory integration and education for individuals living with 

sensory processing difficulties.  

It was founded in 2017 by Sharon and Hayley, professionals in the fields of health 

and education but more importantly, parents of children with additional needs 

themselves. They have first-hand experience of how sensory processing conditions 

can profoundly affect a loved one and their families.  

Their Sensory Gym is a multi-sensory space with equipment to suit a range of 

abilities and offers a one-hour session for £10. 

Click here to find out more on their website, or check out their social media 

pages including Facebook. 

 

Half term activities at Halton Libraries 

 

 

There’s lots on at all the Halton libraries this February 

half-term, including hedgehog book folding, make and 

take animal masks, craft crocodiles and terrific turtles, 

and much more! 

You can keep the children entertained this school 

holiday without spending a fortune so take a look at the 

fantastic activities they have planned and get booking 

your free tickets.  

Click here to view the activities calendar and book 

your places! 

https://www.thesensoryhive.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/thesensoryhive
https://www.thesensoryhive.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/HaltonLibraries
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/halton-library-service-12407649800?fbclid=IwAR1OlPvTuHhSLhH-uUPWk36FwJiT5Fmtvo84Mg5fHjgcM97BxBS1Mw7Aw8Q
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/halton-library-service-12407649800?fbclid=IwAR1OlPvTuHhSLhH-uUPWk36FwJiT5Fmtvo84Mg5fHjgcM97BxBS1Mw7Aw8Q


 
 

 
 

New Basil Tots playgroup 

 

 

The new Bail Tots playgroup starts this week at St. Basil’s Primary School this week. 

There are two sessions each week on Monday mornings and Wednesday 

afternoons. Entry is just £1 with refreshments provided – everybody welcome! Call 

the school on 0151 424 7887 for more information. 

https://www.stbasilsprimary.halton.sch.uk/


 
 

 
 

Share your opinions with Halton Sensory 

Services 

 

Pop along on Wednesday 1st March 1pm-4pm to share your opinion on local services. 
Call the team on 01244 381515 or email information@visionsupport.org.uk for 
more information. 
 

 
 

mailto:information@visionsupport.org.uk
https://www.deafnessresourcecentre.org/service/halton-sensory-services/


 
 

 
 

Hollie Guard app launched in Cheshire 

 

 

Find out more on the website here and learn more about the app and its features by 

clicking here.  

 

This newsletter provides general information and resources, though not all of it will be 

relevant to everyone included in the mailing list. If there is some specific information 

you would like to see more of, or information from a certain service please let me know 

and I will try to include next time. If you do not wish to continue receiving this 

newsletter, please let me know. 

     Julie.Pennington@halton.gov.uk  

Short Breaks Service for Children with Disabilities Halton Borough Council 

Tel: 0151 511 6560 

Email: AimingHigh.forDisabledChildren@halton.gov.uk 

You may have seen on the news lately about 

the launch of the Hollie Guard app. 

The Hollie Gazzard Trust was created 

following the murder of 20-year-old Hollie 

Gazzard in 2014 by an ex-partner. Set up by 

parents Nick and Mandy, along with sister 

Chloe, the charity helps reduce domestic 

violence through creating and delivering 

programmes on domestic abuse and 

promoting healthy relationships to schools and 

colleges. 

They have launched the Hollie Guard app, 

supported by Cheshire Police to offer 

additional protection whether you’re working 

alone, travelling to an unknown area or simply 

commuting around town.  

The 24/7 monitoring service provides direct 

access to a dedicated emergency response 

team who are fully equipped to assess your 

situation and are trained in the appropriate 

escalation process. 

 

https://holliegazzard.org/
https://hollieguard.com/
mailto:Julie.Pennington@halton.gov.uk
mailto:AimingHigh.forDisabledChildren@halton.gov.uk
https://holliegazzard.org/hollie-guard-app/
https://holliegazzard.org/

