
Assess - Best Practice Model  

Assess

Is it SEND or 
underachievement?

Review and 
analyse 

attainment data

Analyse scores 
from standardised 
tests  e.g.  reading, 

numeracy

Are difficulties 
general or 
specific?

Analyse work in 
all areas of the 

curriculum

Consider other 
factors e.g. 

communication 
skills, hearing, 

vision

Look at history of 
progress over time.

Is lack of progress 
due to a recent 

event e.g. death in 
the family, serious 
illness, birth of a 

sibling.

Check attendance 
and health records. 

Are basic needs being 
met? Look for any 

barriers to learning.  
Is a referral to a 

Clinical Specialist 
required?

Discuss the 
strengths and 

weaknesses of the 
child/young person 

with the child or 
young person, all 
teaching staff and 

parent/ carers

Have learning 
styles been taken 

into account?

Observe 
classroom 

environment – is 
anything having 

an effect?


