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DCS Newsletter 1st April 2021 

 

The Easter bank holiday weekend is almost upon us and hopefully we will have some nice 

weather to tie in with some of the restrictions being lifted! We are now able to meet up 

with up to six people outdoors, and some outdoor sports are being introduced. However, 

It is still advised that we stay local.  

 

 MAKO CREATE: Are offering free holiday sessions during the second week of Easter 

holidays. These are for young people aged 8-16, who are Halton residents and are eligible 

for free school meals. You can book your please here… 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/free-fun-creative-easter-holiday-club-in-halton-ages-8-

16-registration-148508215069  
 

 
 

 

 COUNSELLING SERVICE: Please see below a new free counselling service by CEWT in 

Halton - 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Who are we and what can we provide to the local community? 
CEWT is a counselling service providing free mental health and support to the Halton region. As a qualified and 
experienced counsellor, clinical supervisor and teacher I have a successful private practice in Halton.  During the 
lockdown in early March many local mental health services closed and services became unavailable to local 
residents.  I developed a Halton Emotional and Wellbeing group on Facebook, and we received 1500 members 
within a week.  The group is still active and largely used however during the recent lockdown once again some local 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/free-fun-creative-easter-holiday-club-in-halton-ages-8-16-registration-148508215069
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/free-fun-creative-easter-holiday-club-in-halton-ages-8-16-registration-148508215069
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mental health services closed with no alternative strategies in place to offer one to one support for the vulnerable 
residents in Halton. 
 
Community Emotional Wellbeing Therapies CIC (CEWT) is a new counselling service we were launching later this 
year to offer Halton one to one counselling for children, young people and adults, support groups (for anxiety, 
bereavement etc), and training opportunities for businesses (how to support and maintain employees emotional 
and mental wellbeing) and schools (especially around the impact of ACES and attachment in children) around 
emotional and mental health wellbeing.   
 
With the closure of local services again during 2021 lockdown an opportunity presented to launch CEWT early 
offering one to one counselling sessions to the vulnerable residents of Halton who for many reasons cannot access 
private counselling.  With most free mental health services running with student counsellors who require 100 client 
hours, these students could not continue their training.   
 
We have currently so far offered 15 student counsellors’ placements at CEWT and we so far have 8 qualified 
counsellors offering to volunteer their time to support our community.  CEWT therefore can provide placements to 
students by providing a much needed and vital service during this global pandemic.   
 
All qualified and student counsellors are: 
 

 Qualified to work with clients. 

 DBS checked. 

 Have insurance. 

 Have completed a course with certification of online counselling and telephone counselling. 

 Have a clinical supervisor. 
 

Counselling will be delivered virtually or via telephone so the service is accessible to all and we can comply with 
Government COVID-19 regulations.  Residents can self-refer via cewtad@outlook.com or via the Facebook page 
Community Emotional Wellbeing Therapies.  Once a referral form has been completed, they will be allocated a 
counsellor.  12 sessions are available for each client. 
 
Now more than ever it is vital support is offered to anyone who is concerned about their mental health.  We hope 
you will support us in supporting our local community and share our service or request a referral form.   
 
Joanne Pitt CEWT 

 SCAM ALERT: iCAN Warning: Scam DVLA Car Tax Payment Request 

Halton Trading Standards wants to warn consumers of a scam DVLA email currently in 
circulation. This phishing email advises the recipient their vehicle is no longer taxed and 
requests them to click on a 'pay your tax now' link.  This is an attempt to extract the 
consumer’s personal information, bank details and passwords.  As per our normal advice we 
would strongly advise that you do not click on the links within the email and instead contact 
the sending organisation to verify the content via known telephone or email addresses.   

This particular email looks official as they have placed the DVSA logo at the top of the email: 

 

mailto:cewtad@outlook.com
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Fortunately, the scammers have gotten confused between the two different Government 
departments, the DVSA and the DVLA, incorrectly using the DVSA logo whilst referring to the 
DVLA in the text (see image below).  The DVSA is responsible for driving tests and MOT's, 
whilst the DVLA is responsible for collecting vehicle excise duty.   

 

Apart from the usual grammatical and spelling mistakes, on this occasion the name of the 
recipient was incorrect.  Also a closer look at the link in the email confirms it isn't a genuine 
DVLA website, which should end in the domain identifier .gov.uk.  You can check this yourself 
by simply hovering over a link with your mouse - but remember not to click on it! 

The email above is one version of many different scam emails in circulation.  Some may claim 
to be Amazon advising you of a late delivery, or the need to update your account 
information,.  Whilst others may claim to be from a utility company or your bank, one thing 
is certain they all want your money.  Therefore, try and be extra vigil when opening and 
responding to emails and don't get caught out, after all it only takes a quick telephone call to 
the organisation to verify the content of the email. 

 iCAN Warning: Scam Argos/Dyson emails  

Halton Trading Standards wishes to warn consumers of scam emails purporting to be from 
Argos offering free Dyson products (see below).  
Needless to say, these emails are not from Argos, they are from an email address ending in 
privateanswer.cloud. It is not clear what Dyson products they are claiming ‘minimize the risk 
of infection in your home’, but these statements are likely designed to play to people’s fears 
regarding the Covid-19 virus. 
As per normal with these types of emails, they want something in return and that will likely 
be your personal details (and maybe your bank details too).   
Finally, we would be suspicious of any emails signed off by a person who works for the ‘Official 
Anti Corona team’!  

If you receive this email or similar ones to this, please delete them…. 
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 REMINDER: Please share your feedback/views on the draft SEND Strategy 2021-2025. 

All relevant information is below… 

Draft Halton Special Educational Needs and/or Disability 
(SEND) Strategy 2021-2025 
Halton SEND Strategic Partnership on behalf of Halton Children’s Trust would really value your 
feedback/views on the draft SEND Strategy 2021-2025 to help us improve the lives of children and 
young people with SEND and their families. 
 
What is it? 
This Strategy sets out Halton Children’s Trust vision for children and young people with SEND and their 
families and shows what we are going to focus on over the next five years in order to deliver our 
vision.  By working together, we want children and young people in Halton to lead an ordinary life free 
of stigma or labels with access to the same opportunities as their peers. We believe that children and 
young people with SEND in Halton deserve the right support to meet their needs, fulfil their aspirations 
and achieve their goals.   
 
Who can take part in the consultation? 
This invitation to open to parents, carers, children, young people, local authority and health staff, 
education and social care providers and settings and any Halton resident or organisation with an 
interest in SEND future developments within Halton. 
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Is there any information I need to be aware of before completing a response? 
The consultation includes several documents that we would strongly encourage you to take some time 
to view before submitting your consultation response. 
 
Where can the Strategy documents and response survey be found? 
All of the information including response form can easily be found on the ‘home’ page on the Halton 

Local Offer https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/ 
 
What are the dates of the consultation period? 
The consultation is open for responses from Monday 8th March 2021 to Friday 23rd April 2021. 
 
How do I submit a response? 
Please use the link to the online consultation survey found on the Halton Local Offer link above, or 
request a hard copy to be sent out to you in the post. 
 
Who to contact if you have any queries? 

Please contact Tracy Ryan tracy.ryan@halton.gov.uk or Tel: 0151 511 8661. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
This newsletter provides general information and resources, though not all of it will be 

relevant to everyone included in the mailing list. If there is some specific information you 

would like to see more of, or information from a certain service please let me know and I will 

try to include next time. If you do not wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please let 

me know. 

Victoria.Meadows@halton.gov.uk  

Disabled Children’s Service 

Halton Borough Council 
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