
 Communication and Interaction   

 

This chapter sets out the systems available in Halton around the diagnosis of autism. 

When working with children who may have a diagnosis of autism or autism related 

difficulties, it is important to identify the primary need to establish which section of this 

document to work through. It is also necessary to implement and evidence the 

graduated approach to support children’s learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Different Forms of Communication and Interaction Difficulties 

 Children and Young People may have difficulty with; 

 Receptive language; 

 Difficulty in understanding and processing language; 

 Expressive language; 

 Difficulty with the use of spoken language or nonverbal communication; 

 Pragmatic/Social communication; 

 Difficulty with social interaction, social cognition, and pragmatics; 

 Speech sound difficulty; 

 Difficulty with phonological skills; 

 Difficulty with phonological skills or articulation skills. 

 

The difficulty may not be restricted to one area and may be demonstrated at different 

levels. 

 

Assessment: Gathering evidence 

Where there are signs that a child/young person may need some support for 

communication difficulties the class teacher should consider: 

 The classroom environment  and its potential to interfere with communication 

 The child or young person’s individual needs, their presentation and impact on 

their learning 

 An early discussion with the SENCO to provide some suggestions of what 

observations to make and strategies to try. 

Definition 

Children and young people with speech, language and communication needs 

(SLCN) have difficulty in communicating with others. This may be because they 

have difficulty saying what they want to, understanding what is being said to them 

or they do not understand or use social rules of communication. The profile for 

every child with SLCN is different and their needs may change over time. They 

may have difficulty with one, some or all of the different aspects of speech, 

language or social communication at different times of their lives. Children and 

young people with ASD, including Asperger’s Syndrome and Autism, are likely to 

have particular difficulties with social interaction. They may also experience 

difficulties with language, communication and imagination, which can impact on 

how they relate to others. SEND Code of Practice 

 



 

There is further information and training on how to support children and young 

people with Autism and SLCN, including self-evaluation, on the Inclusion 

Development Programme (IDP)   

 

Some of the difficulties children and young people may experience 

Receptive Language Difficulty 

Child/young person shows difficulty in: 

 Listening/attention skills                                                                                    

 Understanding spoken language 

Child/young person may show: 

 Lack of interest in lessons 

 Negative/ disruptive behaviour 

Expressive Language Difficulty 

Child/young person may show difficulty 

in: 

 Conveying information in speech 

 Sign language and gestures 

 Writing 

 

 

Child/young person may: 

 Not use correct grammar 

 May produce very short sentences 

and phrases 

 May have a small vocabulary 

 May have limited eye contact 

 Limited natural gestures 

 Limited facial expressions 

Pragmatic/Social Communication Difficulty 

Child/young person shows difficulty in: 

 Use of social language and social 

rules of conversation 

 Making and maintaining 

friendships 

 Understanding the feelings of 

others feelings and emotions 

 Inference 

 Using non- verbal communication 

such as eye contact or facial 

expressions 

 Sensory integration 

 Staying on topic in conversations 

 

Child or young person may show: 

 Lack of interest in lessons 

 Lack of interest in peers 

Speech Sound Difficulty 

The child/young person may have: 

 A family history of difficulties 

 Delayed language development 

 Difficulties with co-ordination of the tongue, lips and palate 

 Hearing difficulties 

 Additional diagnosed difficulties for example Developmental Verbal 

Dyspraxia, Down Syndrome  

 

  

http://www.idponline.org.uk/
http://www.idponline.org.uk/


Speech, Language and Communication Difficulty, Plan and Do: Strategies/Interventions  

 

Further advice and support is available on the Halton Local Offer, Halton Graduated 

Approach and Strategy Toolkit  

 
The table below gives some specific suggestions for initial support prior to an expert 
diagnosis of a specific need. 
 

Universal – Quality First Teaching 

 Check communication-friendly classroom 

 Discuss strategies and play memory and listening games 

SEND Support 

 School based assessment specialist assessment 

 ELKLAN 

 Talking tables  

 

Children Supported in a Dual Placement SCLN Resource Base 
 
Rationale 

In order to better support children who are dual placed with speech and language 

resource bases, this document explains the way the placements work and the 

expectations of staff supporting the children.  Children who are dual placed with The 

Brow and Oakfield will spend two days there in the resource base. This will be to 

assess the children within a smaller resourced base provision and to provide the 

children with intervention and support with their speech, language and communication 

needs in a small environment with skilled staff. On the other three days the child will 

be supported in their home school with enhanced provision. All children have been 

allocated additional banded funding by the Local Authority. It enables children to have 

some mainstream school experience within the community in which they live and 

attend the school selected by their parents. It also provides children with the specialist 

support they have been identified as requiring. 

What will happen during the year? 

The child will attend the resource base for two full days each week. During the first 

term they will receive an assessment by Speech and Language Therapy Service and 

an appropriate Care Plan will be drawn up. This will be reviewed on a regular basis by 

ChatterBug Speech and Language Therapy Service and will be sent out to both 

schools. Advice and support on implementing the Care Plan in the home school should 

be sought from the home school’s link therapist.  

The child should also receive a consultation with the home school’s Education 

Psychologist. This needs to happen during the Autumn Term or very early in the Spring 

Term. A copy of this consultation record will help inform the assessment process and 

https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/schools-colleges-post16/useful-information-documents/send-halton-graduated-approach-and-strategy-toolkit/
https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/schools-colleges-post16/useful-information-documents/send-halton-graduated-approach-and-strategy-toolkit/


determine appropriate placement for the child following on from this. It is the home 

school’s responsibility to prioritise the children for consultation/ assessment. 

The home school retains the data for the dual placed child and is ultimately responsible 

for their learning. The resource base will provide the therapeutic environment for the 

child in the form of: additional speech and language support, small, nurturing class 

with a low adult to child ratio and support the assessment of the child as they progress 

through the base. A review will be held early in spring to discuss how dual placement 

is working and to help make a decision about what the next step is for the child. The 

expectation is that the vast majority of the children will return to the home school on a 

full time basis.  

What supports the children to manage the dual placement? 

Starting school and adjusting to full time education can be a challenge for any child. It 

is important that children are well prepared for starting school. Additional visits during 

the summer term before the child commences school can be helpful. Drawing up a 

one page profile with parents before the child starts school will also help teachers in 

both the resource base and the home school to better support the child and have a 

clear picture of what is important to them. Establishing or helping families to set up a 

visual timetable showing the child attending the different schools and preparing them 

for this is can be helpful to ensure a smooth transition to school. Parents should be 

encouraged to use home school diaries and communicate with both settings so that 

any concerns can be addressed quickly. Encouraging parents to attend meetings and 

any sessions offered within the resource base will also support their dual placement. 

A resource base meeting for parents and for home school staff is held in the summer 

term. 

Some schools within Halton may have different holiday dates. It is important that 

children receive their full entitlement to their education. Children should follow the 

home school holiday scheduled dates. This may mean that children on some 

occasions will need to attend the home school for a full week. The home school should 

accommodate for this. If the home school is taking children on educational visits or 

supporting other curricular opportunities that dual placed children would benefit from, 

they should be continued to be included. This may mean that they miss a day at the 

resource base. The resource bases will be flexible and understand the importance of 

children feeling included in such activities.  

What supports the children to manage the dual placement? 

Starting school and adjusting to full time education can be a challenge for any child. It 

is important that children are well prepared for starting school. Additional visits during 

the summer term before the child commences school can be helpful. Drawing up a 

one page profile with parents before the child starts school will also help teachers in 

both the resource base and the home school to better support the child and have a 

clear picture of what is important to them. Establishing or helping families to set up a 

visual timetable showing the child attending the different schools and preparing them 

for this is can be helpful to ensure a smooth transition to school. Parents should be 

encouraged to use home school diaries and communicate with both settings so that 



any concerns can be addressed quickly. Encouraging parents to attend meetings and 

any sessions offered within the resource base will also support their dual placement. 

A resource base meeting for parents and for home school staff is held in the summer 

term. 

Some schools within Halton may have different holiday dates. It is important that 

children receive their full entitlement to their education. Children should follow the 

home school holiday scheduled dates. This may mean that children on some 

occasions will need to attend the home school for a full week. The home school should 

accommodate for this. If the home school is taking children on educational visits or 

supporting other curricular opportunities that dual placed children would benefit from, 

they should be continued to be included. This may mean that they miss a day at the 

resource base. The resource bases will be flexible and understand the importance of 

children feeling included in such activities.  

Expectations of staff supporting children in the home school 

Each mainstream school has been given a place on Elklan 5-11 training. The course 

is recognised by the What Works document produced by the Communication Trust 

and is externally accredited. The expectation is that the member of staff supporting 

the child or the class teacher will attend this training during the first half term. This is 

the equivalent of three full days training. Learners also have the opportunity to gain 

further accreditation at either Level 2 or 3. The Local Authority believes that this 

training will help the home school to develop the skills and expertise to better support 

the children within mainstream. Each mainstream school will be offered a place on this 

training in the Autumn Term. 

Initially, all staff supporting the children in the home school will be expected to spend 

time in the resource base so that they can see the sort of support the children are 

receiving within the base and replicate this in the home school. It is also an opportunity 

to gain skills, ask questions, borrow resources and see how the child is managing 

within this setting. The day, time and duration will be decided by the resource base. It 

is important to keep communication lines open. Email and home school diaries are 

often helpful so please exchange emails and phone numbers with the resource base 

on your first visit.  

During the course of the first term, this may change and the teacher from the base and 

sometimes a specialist teacher or advisor from the SEND Service may visit the child 

in the home school setting to offer further advice and support. We have found that this 

can help the home school once care Plans are up and running. This will be agreed at 

a mutually convenient time with the home school SENCO and class teacher. 

We have found that it is really helpful if teaching assistants supporting the children in 

the resource base arrive with notepads and share their experiences and observations 

with the class teacher so that information and ideas on how best to support the child 

can be fed back to the home school. 

If you have any concerns about a child in terms of how the placement is working out, 

it is important to share this in the first instance with the staff in the resource base. If 



this is not resolved, you can contact Ami McNamee, Lead for Specialist Teaching who 

may be able to offer further advice and support. It is important that concerns are 

resolved quickly and not left until review meetings. 

The resource base will hold meetings with professionals to help assist with 

communication. This meeting may be attended by staff from the SEND Service and 

other agencies. It is really important that staff working with the children in the home 

school attend this meeting. The first meeting for schools with dual placed children will 

be in the summer term.  

Responsibility of the Resource Base staff 

The resource base staff will share the safeguarding arrangements for their school with 

the teaching assistant visiting the school on the first visit. They will model support and 

demonstrate how to support children with SLCN. Resource Base staff are responsible 

for organising the days the children attend the resource base and arranging the visits 

from teaching assistants to the base. The Resource Base staff will arrange a meeting 

with the home school to organise the joint support Plan and discuss the most 

appropriate ways of supporting the child. It is the responsibility of both the teacher in 

the home school and the resource base teacher to carry out this support Plan. 

What other support is available? 

Stacey Holleran, Specialist Advisor for Communication and Interaction can complete 

observations of the pupil in the home school and offer further advice and strategies to 

help the child in the home setting. A named child referral form is attached to this 

document. In addition to this, staff training can be provided around supporting children 

with SLCN through a twilight training session. Further support can be provided by 

ChatterBug Speech and Language Therapy Service. Please discuss your training 

requirements with your link therapist. 

 
  



Definition and Indicators - Social Communication Difficulties 

When working with children who may have a diagnosis of autism or autism related 

difficulties, it is important to identify the primary need to establish which section of this 

document to work through. It is also necessary to implement and evidence the 

graduated approach to support children’s learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every child or young person with autism will have a range of abilities within each of 

these areas. Many children and young people on the spectrum have high levels of 

anxiety. Children and young people on the spectrum demonstrate differences in:  

 

Social Interaction Differences 

 The way they interact, play and develop relationships 

Communication Differences 

 The way they communicate, understand and use language  

Processing information 

 Their attention, interests and how they learn 

Sensory processing:                                                                                  

 Taking in and perceiving sensory information. This may include hyper (over) or 

hypo (under) sensitivity to the five senses as well as balance and body 

awareness 

 

i) Range of interventions 

The educational setting’s continued use of the ‘Assess, Plan, Do, Review’ approach 

will apply to interventions. The use of observations and targeted interventions over a 

period of time will provide more detailed information about the nature of the child’s 

difficulties, and their response to the approaches. 

 

 

Definition  

National Autistic Society: “Autism is a lifelong developmental disability that 

affects how a person communicates with, and relates to, other people. It also 

affects how they experience the world around them.” It is a spectrum condition 

which means that while people with autism share certain difficulties the degree 

of severity varies. Some people may have additional learning disabilities and 

need a lifetime of specialist support whilst others may live relatively independent 

lives. People with autism may also have other co-existent conditions. Follow 

links to The National Autistic Society.  

 

Children and young people have persistent deficits in the triad of impairment: 

social interaction; social communication and flexibility of thought at different 

levels across multiple contexts. 

 

http://www.autism.org.uk/


Procedures for assessment 

The assessment approaches and tools will enable professionals to further identify the 

nature of the difficulties and eliminate those that are not associated with autism e.g. 

referral to Speech and Language Service, consultation with the Educational and Child 

Psychologist or SEN Service. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

The interventions will be monitored to evaluate and determine: 

 The impact on the difficulty 

 Need for continued intervention 

 Need for more adult resources 

 Need for referral to Multi-Disciplinary Team 

 

Referral for Multi-disciplinary team assessment of needs, including Social 

Communication Assessment. 

 

Prior to referral for multi-disciplinary team assessment the parent/carer and where 

appropriate the young person, will have been consulted. Consent must be obtained at 

this point.  Social Communication assessment is requested using the single point of 

access referral form.  The team provides a multi-agency approach to assessment and 

diagnosis of a child’s needs and ensures the provision of appropriate support 

packages, including advice for parents, schools and early education settings 

 

iii) The Multi-Disciplinary Team 

In Halton a multi-agency team makes decisions on the diagnoses of social 

communication and autism after the child has had a multi-agency assessment.  The 

primary function of the assessment is to consider the support a young person may 

require for their additional needs.  The offer will consist of an assessment followed by 

appropriate strategies and recommendations regarding the support needs of that child, 

within the context of their family and education setting. Observation, assessment, and 

intervention information is considered to identify if key features of social 

communication difficulty are exhibited.  

 

The key behaviours may be compared to the criteria in the DSM V assessment tool 

and assessment with a formal tool such as the ADOS may be carried out. This 

information will be combined and discussed by a panel and a diagnosis decision will 

be made if appropriate.  The focus is on support and the recommendations for parents 

and education settings to implement. 

 

Parents/carers and young people (where appropriate), will be informed of the outcome 

of the assessments and recommendations that are to be put in place.   

 

The role of the Multi-Disciplinary Team is to: 

 Consider and make recommendations for any additional services needed to 

support the child/young person or their family; 



 Examine the evidence put forward to determine if a medical diagnosis is 

appropriate at this point; 

 Specify any areas for additional assessment and identify the professionals required 

to complete them; 

 Decide whether, or not, a diagnosis of autism (or other medical condition) is 

appropriate; 

 Decide who will liaise with the family and how best to feed back to the family. 
 

Professional/s will be identified by the Multi-Disciplinary Team as best placed to relay 

the findings to the family. The readiness of the family to receive the information will be 

taken into account and their perspective on the findings will be sought throughout the 

process.  

 

iv) Specific Assessment Tools, Interventions and Support 
 

Specific Assessment Tools 

There are a range of assessment tools that can be used as part of the evidence. 

Different diagnosticians use different methods to diagnose autism, but there are 

guidelines that they should follow: NICE Clinical Guideline 128  
 

The National Autism Plan for Children (NAPC) says how a multi-disciplinary 

assessment should be carried out. 
 

Support available in Halton 

 SEND Service – Specialist Teacher 

 Speech and Language Therapist 

 Occupational Therapist - Sensory Integration 

 Educational and Child Psychologist 

 Paediatric Team 

 Disabled Children’s Service – Short Breaks 

 The National Autistic Society 

 Parental support groups such as CHAPS 
 

v) Training for Professionals and Parents/Carers 
 

Halton provides training for parents and professionals through the SEND Service.  

Useful websites include:  

 Autism Education Trust 

 The National Autistic Society - online training modules for practitioners and 

parents/carers     

 The Communication Trust - resources for practitioners  

 Advanced Training - modules and resources for teaching pupils with SEND  

 

 

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/cg128/resources/autism-in-under-19s-recognition-referral-and-diagnosis-35109456621253
http://www.autism.org.uk/about/diagnosis/children/recently-diagnosed/national-plan-children.aspx
http://www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/
http://www.autism.org.uk/professionals/training-consultancy/courses.aspx
http://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/resources/resources/
http://www.advanced-training.org.uk/Default.aspx

