
Introduction to the Halton Graduated Approach 
 
The Halton Graduated Approach sets out the arrangements made in Halton by the Local 
Authority (LA) and educational settings, to meet the variety and range of special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) experienced by children and young people.  
It outlines the processes for EHC assessment for children and young people in Halton, 
who may need an EHC Plan. 
 
In deciding how best to support children and young people with complex education, health 
and care needs; early years settings, schools, colleges, LA and Health Authorities must 
follow statutory regulations and have regard to national and local guidance. These these 
arrangements are to assist professionals in their role supporting children and young 
people with SEND.   
 
Reference is made to the provision the LA expects educational settings and partner 
services to make for children and young people with SEND before EHC assessment takes 
place. At the same time, the LA will retain flexibility in its response to individual 
circumstances when necessary. 
 
The Halton Graduated Approach should be used alongside the ‘Special Educational 
Needs Code of Practice: 0-25 (January 2015) and the DFE guidance for all educational 
settings and professionals, including those in health and social care, working with children 
and young people. 
 
We hope you will find this a valuable reference document and source of support in your 

role. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The sections within the Halton Graduated Approach outline the: 
  

 summary of the reforms introduced in 2014; 

 funding arrangements;  

 Halton Local Offer and how to access this key source of information; 

 identification of need, graduated approach and dimensions for learning;  

 Education Health and Care Plan process;  

 different levels of need and where staff can find support. 
 

 

Our Vision: Halton Together - making it happen for children and young people with 
SEND to be: 
 

 included in the planning and development of services;  
 

 provided with information to enable them to participate as fully as possible in decisions 
so that the personalised support they receive helps them to achieve the best possible 
aspirational outcomes, preparing them effectively for adulthood, allowing them to be as 
independent, successful and healthy as possible. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
https://www.gov.uk/topic/schools-colleges-childrens-services/special-educational-needs-disabilities

