
Welcome back to the new term. We hope all of our children, young people 

and families had a lovely summer and are settled into the new term. We 

have a new Specialist Teacher, Lisa Mart, who has joined our team and she 

will be teaching some of your children this year. 

She will contact you separately to introduce herself 

if she is working with your child, but I am sure 

you will join us in welcoming her to the team as it 

is great to have another member on board to help 

to improve our service further.  

Healthy Minds update 
Last term, you will remember that we talked about the Healthy Minds (NDCS) sessions that we 

had delivered. The sessions were a great success and it was lovely to see our children and young 

people working together to better understand deafness and hearing loss along with its implica-

tions and support strategies. Some of the pupils even kept in contact afterwards as they made 

friends from different schools, so this was a great achievement! Well done to everybody involved 

and thank you to Ormiston Bolingbroke Academy for hosting the sessions. 

Lyndsey Hignett: lyndsey.hignett@halton.gov.uk 0151 511 7449/07557847232 

Julie Metcalf: julie.metcalf@halton.gov.uk 0171 511 7065 

Lisa Mart: lisa.mart@halton.gov.uk 0151 511 6169 

Jackie Spencer: jacqueline.spencer@halton.gov.uk 0151 511 6878 

Jackie Pritchard: jackie.pritchard@halton.gov.uk 0151 511 6424 

Welcome to the new term! Did you know? 

Over 90% of deaf 

children are born into 

hearing families. 

Dates for your diary: 

Halloween Party—Wednesday 
1st November 

NDCS Roadshow—Sat 11th 
November 
Christmas Party—TBA 
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Our newest team 
member, Lisa 
Mart. 

Upcoming events: 

 

We have lots of exciting 

events planned for this up-

coming term. We have a 

visit from Music and the 

Deaf, Panathlon Deaf Foot-

ball Tournament, Hallow-

een Party, NDCS Roadshow 

(The Listening Bus) and our 

Christmas party. If your 

children are involved in 

these events, you will re-

ceive the relevant invita-

tions/flyers. Everybody is 

welcome to the parties! 

Hope to see you there! 



about to speak by pointing, tapping, using their name, etc. 

 Never say “It doesn’t matter” if a deaf person doesn't hear you the 

first time. It does matter and excludes them from your 

conversation. 

 Be clear—deaf people do not have the same incidental listening 

opportunities that hearing people do, so may miss information or 

asides and lose track of conversations or get the wrong idea. 

 Hearing aids amplify all noise, not just voices and they also 

(depending on make/model) only cover a distance of a couple of 

metres. 

 Big rooms/empty spaces, hard floors can cause echoes making it 

very difficult to hear. Use soft furnishings and curtains or move to 

a different place to talk more comfortably. 

 

This is by no means an exhaustive list and there are many more things 

that we can do to make sure that we are deaf aware when we are 

communicating. For more information, visit The National Deaf 

Children’s Society website at www.ndcs.org.uk (free to become a 

member) and search for deaf awareness. They have posters and 

postcards that can be oriented out and are very useful to pass to any 

groups/childminders/clubs that your child may attend. 

Deaf Awareness is extremely important when 

communicating with somebody who has any level of 

hearing loss and a number of factors must be taken into 

consideration that are not always obvious to hearing people 

as they may take these things for granted.  

 

Of course, everybody is different and some deaf children 

and young people may prefer access to lipreading or a tap 

or wave to get their attention, some may use sign language 

or visual communication/prompts, the important thing is 

to ask what their preferences are and adhere to deaf 

awareness strategies to ensure that you are not making 

communication more difficult for them. Some strategies 

may include: 

 Make sure your face is clear—many people use 

lipreading without even realising it but your face also 

uses gesture and expression to complement meaning. 

 Speak one at a time. 

 Keep background noises, T.V., open windows with 

outside noise, chatting, etc. to a minimum. 

 Cue in to conversations to indicate when somebody is 

Focus on...Deaf  Awareness 

Happy Hands have expanded and have now opened 
a second group in Liverpool. The original group still 
meets on Saturday mornings 10am-1pm in St 
Helens, but the additional group in Dovecot, 
Liverpool (Holy Spirit Community Hall, East 
Prescot Road, L14 2EH) enables the group to reach 
out to more children and families.  
*Please make contact before attending as they have 
a lot of festive events running at the moment! 
The Deafness Resource Centre also runs a youth 
club (10-18 year olds). Please contact the number 
on the Happy Hands leaflet if you require more 
information. 

The Listening Bus (NDCS Roadshow) 

 

We have booked the Listening Bus for Halton and ar-

ranged it so that it visits on a Saturday to ensure that 

children and young people can attend with their families. The Lis-

tening Bus is an excellent resource with staff from the National Deaf 

Children’s Society on hand to chat to you about anything to do with 

deafness and hearing loss, new technology, workshops,  publica-

tions, signposting, etc.  

It would be fantastic to see you there. Please can you email  

lyndsey.hignett@halton.gov. uk or 07557847232/ 0151 511 7449 to 

let us know if you wish to attend? 

 

Details are as follows: 

Date: Saturday 11th November 

Time: 10am-3pm 

Where: Cavendish High Academy, Lincoln Close, Runcorn, 

WA7 4YX 

Hope to see you there! 


