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Home to School and College Travel and Transport Policy for 
Children and Young People with Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities (SEND). 
 

The Local Authority has a statutory duty to ensure that suitable travel arrangements 
are made, where necessary, to facilitate a child’s attendance at school, and to 
ensure that post-16 learners are able to access the education and training of their 
choice and ensure that, if support for access is required, this will be assessed and 
provided where necessary.  In order to ensure that the Local Authority can continue 
to meet its responsibilities, within the budget available, consultation was undertaken 
on a revised assessment and eligibility criteria for access to transport for children 
and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities. 

 
  In January the Executive Board of the Council considered the responses from the 8 

week consultation period.  A total of 13 responses were received and included 
responses from parents/carers/grandparents, a travel provider, SEND Partnership, 
and a self-advocacy group.  It was pleasing to see responses from children and 
young people with SEND as part of an independently run consultation.   

 
The Board approved the revised assessment and eligibility criteria, as set out below, 
for inclusion in the Home to School and College Travel and Transport Policy for 
Children and Young People with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities.  It was 
agreed that implementation of the changes would take place from September 2017 
for new applications or for existing applications at the point of transition.  

 
Revised Arrangements 
 
The aim of the revised assessment and eligibility criteria process is that all children 
and young people with significant special educational needs or disability should lead 
lives that are as independent and as free from restriction as possible.  All 
applications for assistance will need to be submitted to assess eligibility against the 
statutory duty to provide assistance i.e. 2 miles (nearest qualifying primary school), 3 
miles (nearest qualifying secondary school) criteria, and where those criteria do not 
apply, to assess eligibility for low income families or to assess those children and 
young people who cannot travel independently due to special educational needs and 
disability or/ and a medical condition.  

 
 The nature and mode of travel support for those who are eligible will, as previously, 

be determined by the Council and will be one that is consistent with the Council’s 
duty to secure value for money and the needs of the child/young person. Travel 
solutions include: 

  
a) Bicycle – a one off payment made by the Council to purchase a bicycle;  

b) Walking bus – a Passenger Assistant will guide and support children and young 
people on their route;  

c) Travel pass – a free bus pass for use on public transport;  

d) Personal Travel Budget – access to funds for parents/carers, paying a family 
member mileage, and use of befriending service;  

e) Supported Public Transport – use of public transport with a Passenger Assistant;  
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f) Independent Travel Training – Training provided by the Council to children and 
young people to travel independently,  

g) Provision of vehicles – this includes multiple pick up vehicles, and under very 
exceptional circumstances taxis and private hire vehicles  

 
The key changes are that:  
 

• Applications will need to be submitted to assess eligibility for low income 
families or to assess those children and young people who cannot travel 
independently due to a medical condition;  

 
• Where parents/carers are in receipt of the higher rate of Disability Living 

Allowance with a higher mobility element for their child and where this has 
been used to hire a vehicle, parents/carers will be expected to use this vehicle 
to support their child to school. If a parent/carer uses their own car, in these 
circumstances, they may apply for a Personal Travel Budget from the Council,  

 
• Where transport is provided for Post-16 Students a charge equivalent to the 

cost of a bus pass will be made. This charge will be reduced where families 
are on a low income, consideration will also be given to the duration of the 
course. 
 
 

 
Thank you everyone who contributed to the consultation 

 
 

 


