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Introduction: 

Welcome to our SEN information report which is part of the Halton Local Offer for learners with 

Special Educational Needs (SEN.) All governing bodies of maintained schools and maintained nursery 

schools and the proprietors of academy schools have a legal duty to publish information on their 

website about the implementation of the governing body’s or the proprietor’s policy for pupils with 

SEN.  The information published must be updated annually. 

At Weston Primary School we are committed to working together with all members of our school 

community.  This local offer has been produced with pupils, parents/carers, governors, and members 

of staff.  We would welcome your feedback and future involvement in the review of our offer, so 

please do contact us.  The best people to contact this year are: 

Name of SEN governor: Mrs Alicia Parry 

Name of SENCO: Mrs Laura Simpson 

Name of Parent governor:  TBC 

Name of Head: Mrs Ros Atkins 

School Council Link/ Pastoral Mentor: Miss Julie Emerson 

More information about the Halton Local Offer can be found on the school website in the parent 

zone. Alternatively, if you think your child may have SEN please speak to their Class Teacher or 

contact Laura Simpson our SENCO on 01928 574544 

Our Approach to Teaching Learners with SEN                                    

 

At Weston we believe in participation for all.  We want all adults and children to participate in 

learning and we celebrate all members of our community.  We want to create an inclusive culture in 

our school and we aim to be more responsive to the diversity of children’s backgrounds, interests, 

experience, knowledge and skills. 

We value high quality teaching for all learners and actively monitor teaching and learning in the 

school. We aim to create a learning environment, which is flexible enough to meet the needs of all 

members of our school community.  We monitor progress of all learners, and staff continually assess 

ensuring that learning is taking place.  Our whole school system for monitoring progress includes 

regular pupil progress meetings, and staff engage in coaching and supervision. 

We strive to apply a differentiated and personalised approach to teaching and learning. We make it a 

point to discuss aspirations with ALL our learners. Details can be found in our Teaching and Learning 

policy and Dyslexia Friendly Approaches Document available on the website and from school. 

At Weston we believe: 

 Life is for Learning – Learning for Life 
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Identifying Special Educational Needs: 

At different times in their school career, a child or young person may have a special educational need.  

The Code of Practice defines SEN as: 

“A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for 

special educational provision to be made for them.  A child of compulsory school age or a young 

person has a learning difficulty or disability if they: 

(a) have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the 

same age: or 

(b) (b)  have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational 

facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools 

or mainstream post-16 institutions.” 

 

If a learner is identified as having SEN, we will provide provision that is ‘additional to or different 

from’ the normal differentiated curriculum, intended to overcome the barrier to their learning. 

Learners can fall behind in school for lots of reasons.  They may have been absent from school; they 

may have attended lots of different schools and not had a consistent opportunity to learn.  They may 

not speak English very well or at all, they may be worried about different things that distract them 

from learning.  At Weston school we are committed to ensuring that all learners have access to 

learning opportunities, and for those who are at risk of not learning, we will intervene.  This does not 

mean that all vulnerable learners have SEN.  Only those with a learning difficulty that requires 

special educational provision will be identified as having SEN other vulnerable pupils that may not be 

achieving their potential are identified as Cause for Concern.  

 

Assessing SEN at Weston Primary School 

Class Teachers, support staff, parents/carers and the learner themselves will be the first to notice a 

difficulty with learning.  At Weston we ensure that assessment of educational needs, directly 

involves the learner, their parents/carer and of course their Teacher.  The Special Educational 

Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) will also support with the identification of barriers to learning.  We 

have a range of assessment tools available for a diagnostic assessment of literacy skills, maths skills 

and physical skills; our assessment tool kit is available in the SEN Policy appendices. For some 

learners we may want to seek advice from specialist teams.  In Halton we have access to various 

specialist services which are described on the Local Offer website.  

We also have termly support from: 

Educational Psychologist – 6 sessions a year 

Speech Therapist – at least 6 sessions a year 

To discuss and provide support for wider groups of pupils. 
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We also employ Learning Support Assistants for each class who deliver the interventions and support 

in the provision map as co-ordinated by our SENCO. Additionally there is an LSA employed with 

specific responsibility for SEN assessment and support and an LSA with training in Speech and 

Language. 

Underpinning ALL our provision in school is the graduated approach cycle of:  

 
Monitoring progress is an integral part of teaching and leadership within Weston Primary School.  

Parents/carers, pupils and staff are involved in reviewing the impact of interventions for learners 

with SEN.  We follow the ‘assess, plan, do, review’ model and ensure that parents/carers and children 

are involved in each step.  Before any additional provision is selected to help a child, the SENCO, 

Teacher, parent/carer and learner, agree what they expect to be different following this 

intervention.  A baseline will also be recorded, which can be used to compare the impact of the 

provision. 

All teachers are responsible for every child in their care, including those with special educational 

needs.  

Assess:  We assess all children regularly with a range of assessments and daily against lesson 
objectives. Where a child is struggling in some way we have a range of more detailed diagnostic 
assessments that can be carried out by a teacher, LSA or SENCo as appropriate to try and identify 
the child’s area of need. If necessary specialist assessments will be sought, for example, Speech and 
Language, Educational Psychologist, Paediatrician. The SENCo will meet with the Child and Parents at 
this stage to gain their opinion and complete a Pupil Profile. 

Plan: The results from assessment will be discussed with the Teacher and SENCo and any other 
professionals involved. This information will be shared with the Parents and Child and their opinion 
sought. A pupil passport will be drawn up with medium term aims, details of additional provision and 
possible strategies the child has identified as being useful. 

Do: The actions that are decided on at the planning stage will be carried out by the identified adults 
over a specific time (usually about half a term). Records of how it is going will be kept in the pupil’s 
learning journey file and these will feed into the next stage. 

Review: Children, Parents/carers and their Teaching and Support Staff will be directly involved in 

reviewing progress.  This review can be built in to the intervention itself, or it can be a formal 

meeting held at least once a term, where we all discuss progress and next steps.  If a learner has an 

Education Health and Care Plan (EHC plan,) the same termly review conversations take place, but the 

EHC plan will also be formally reviewed annually.  

 

Plan 

Do Review 

Assess 
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Having consulted with children, young people and their parents, all our additional provision (internal or 

external) is based on an agreed outcomes approach.   

Provision for different areas of SEN at Weston Primary School 

Children and young people’s SEN are generally thought of in the following four broad areas of need 

and support: 

1. Communication and interaction  

Types of need and what that could look 

like 

Examples of support available in our 

school 

How we check it is working. 

Children and young people who find it 

difficult with interacting with the people 

and world around them. 

Some of the things children and young 

people with these difficulties might find 

difficult are: 

• Talking to other adults and or children 

and young people, especially when 

in a group 

• Talking about a topic they haven’t 

chosen to talk about 

• Making friends or keep friend for a long 

time 

•  Following rules made by someone else 

• Dealing with changes in the way they 

usually do things 

• Dealing with noises, smells or other 

sensations around them 

• Saying the things they are thinking 

• Understand what other people mean 

when they are talking 

• Teachers change what they are 

teaching or the way they are 

teaching to help the child or 

young people learn more with the 

rest of the class 

• Use support programmes especially 

made to help the child or young 

person to build communication 

and interaction skills 

• Use things in the classroom to help the 

child or young person understand 

or deal with things that are 

happening (for example visual 

timetables, task boards, social 

stories) 

•  Get advice from professionals and 

specialist staff trained in school 

to give advice to adults working 

with the child or young people.  

 

• Observations of the child or young 

person to see if they are 

communicating or interacting 

differently 

• Look at the targets set to see if the 

child or young person has 

achieved them 

• Talk to adults who have worked with 

the child or young person 

• Talk to parents 

• Talk to the child or young person 
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2. Cognition and learning  

Types of need and what that could look 

like 

Examples of support available in our 

school 

How we check it is working. 

Children and young people who find 

learning, thinking and understanding 

harder than most other pupils. 

Some of the things children and young 

people with these difficulties might find 

difficult are: 

• Take longer to learn important skills 

 

• Find it difficult to remember things 

such as the important words for 

reading and times tables 

 

• Find it hard to understand how to use 

letter sounds to read and spell 

words 

 

• May need more time to think about 

their answers 

 

• Teachers change what they are 

teaching or the way they are teaching 

in order to help the child or young 

people learn more with the rest of 

the class 

 

• Extra support can be given in a small 

group by an adult to help the child or 

young person learn the things they 

are finding difficult 

 

• Extra support can be given to the child 

or young person by an adult for short 

time during the day to support them 

learn skills 

 

• Individual targets set to help show 

what the child or young person needs 

help with 

• Access to specialist support from a 

teacher or other professional 

• Look at the targets set to see if the 

child or young person has achieved 

them 

 

• Talk to adults who have worked with 

the child or young person 

 

• Talk to parents 

 

• Talk to the child or young person 

 

• Use the school tracking system to see 

how much progress the child or young 

person has made 

 

• Have meetings with other staff in 

school to talk about how the child or 

young person is learning 

 

• Ask for other professionals to work 

with the child or young person to 

check the progress being made 

 

 

3. Social, emotional and mental health  

 
Types of need and what that could look 

like 

Examples of support available in our 

school 

How we check it is working. 

Children and young people who find it 

difficult to manage their emotions and 

behaviour in a way that affects their daily 

life. 

Some of the things children and young 

people with these difficulties might find 

difficult are: 

• Following rules set by others 

• Sitting still for very long 

• Listening to and follow instructions 

• Understanding how they are feeling 

• Making friends 

• Dealing with their difficulties in a way 

that does not cause harm to 

themselves or others 

• Taking responsibility for the things 

they do 

 

• Get advice from professionals and 

specialist staff trained in school to 

give advice to adults working with the 

child or young people 

 

• Extra support can be given in a small 

group by an adult to help the child 

learn about how to help themselves 

 

• Extra support can be given to the child 

or young person by an adult for short 

time during the day to let them talk 

about the things that upset them 

 

• Individual targets set to help show 

what the child or young person needs 

help with 

• Observations of the child or young 

person to see if they are coping 

better in school. 

 

• Talk to adults who have worked with 

the child or young person 

 

• Talk to parents 

 

• Talk to the child or young person 
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4. Sensory and/or physical needs  

 
Types of need and what that could look 

like 

Examples of support available in our 

school 

How we check it is working. 

Children and young people who have a 

disability that may make it difficult for 

them to manage their everyday life 

without changes or support                         

This may be because of hearing or visual 

difficulties, physical disabilities or other 

medical needs. 

Some of the things children and young 

people with these difficulties might find 

difficult are: 

• Hearing what others in the classroom or 

school setting are saying 

 

• Reading words on books, worksheets or 

whiteboards that are not made 

bigger or changed to help them 

 

• Moving around without the aid of a 

walking aid or wheelchair 

 

• Using pencils, scissors, knives and forks 

and other things that we need to 

use without changes or support 

 

• Taking medication without adults 

helping them 

 

• Professional advice from specialist 

staff 

 

• Physiotherapy 

 

• Support from outreach services such as 

the hearing or visual impairment or 

physical disability teams 

 

• Specialist equipment 

 

• Motor groups 

 

• Adaptations to the school environment 

where possible 

• Monitoring that the child or young 

person has full access to a broad 

and varied curriculum 

 

• Observations of the child or young 

person within the school 

environment 

 

• Talk to adults who have worked with 

the child or young person 

 

• Talk to parents 

 

• Talk to the child or young person 

 

 

 
Children may have more than one area of need. Our SEN profile for 2016-17 shows that we have 14% 

of children identified as having SEN, no children have an Education Health and Care Plan.   

4% of children are identified as having SEN linked to Cognition and Learning 

5% linked to Communication and Interaction 

2% linked to Social, Emotional and Mental Health 

2% linked to Physical and Sensory  

What we do to Support Learners with SEN at Weston Primary School 

Every Teacher is required to adapt the curriculum to ensure access to learning for all children in 

their class.  The Teacher Standards 2012 detail the expectations on all teachers, and we at Weston 

Primary School are proud of our Teachers and their development.  The Teacher standards are 

available on the school website. 
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Our Teachers will use various strategies to adapt access to the curriculum, this might include using: 

 Visual timetables 

 Writing frames 

 I-pads, lap tops or other alternative recording devices 

 Peer buddy systems 

 Positive behaviour rewards system 

 

Each learner identified as having SEN, is entitled to support that is ‘additional to or different from’ 

a normal differentiated curriculum.  The type of support is dependent on the individual learning 

needs, and is intended to enable access to learning and overcome the barrier to learning identified.  

This support is described on the provision maps above, which although do not detail the individual 

learner names, describes the interventions and actions that we undertake at Weston school to 

support learners with SEN across the year groups.  We modify the provision maps regularly as our 

learners and their needs change.  There is also a detailed provision map of specific interventions 

available in the appendices of the SEN Policy. 

Our provision map is shared with Governors who are able to ensure that we monitor the impact of 

these interventions on learning across the school. 

Funding for SEN 

Weston Primary School receives funding directly to the school from the Local Authority to support 

the needs of learners with SEN.  This is described in an SEN memorandum.  The amount of funding 

we received for 2016-17 is £xxxx. 

We also receive funding from the Local Authority which is distributed as ‘enhanced’ funding for 

learners who require support that exceeds that available to the school. Weston’s enhanced funding 

for 2016-17 is £48000. 

 

Staff development 

We are committed to developing the ongoing expertise of our staff. As part of the Dyslexia Kite 

mark Award all staff underwent specific training for supporting children with Dyslexia and this 

training forms part of the induction for new staff joining Weston Primary School.  

We have termly SEN staff meetings to ensure staff are up to date with changes and to continue to 

develop expertise in areas that our current cohort require support in. During the last academic year 

we have had whole staff training on Attachment, Changes to the SEN code of Practice, Memory and 

interpreting diagnostic Dyslexia Screeners. 

Individual staff have also attended training outside of school dealing with behaviour, hearing 

impairments, national sen issues and speech and language.  

As the school had a special needs unit attached up until several years ago, many of the adults have a 

wide range of hands on experience of dealing with children who exhibit significant special educational 

needs. 



SEN Information Report September 2016                                         Weston Primary School  

Additionally, our SENCO is a Specialist Leader of Education and supports other schools with their 

provision for Special Needs and Behaviour. 

 

Staff deployment 

Considerable thought, planning and preparation goes into utilising our support staff to ensure children 

achieve the best outcomes, gain independence and are prepared for adulthood from the earliest 

possible age. All classes have access to Learning Assistant Support for the majority of lessons. There 

is also a dedicated SEN LSA employed for afternoons to focus on the pupils with most need and 

support the class teacher and SENCo by carrying out assessments or other related paper work. 

Teaching staff also provide support during lunch and break times where there is a need identified. 

 

Preparing for the next step 

Transition is a part of life for all learners.  This can be transition to a new class in school, having a 

new teacher, or moving on to another school.  Weston Primary School is committed to working in 

partnership with children, families and other providers to ensure positive transitions occur.  

Planning for transition is a part of our provision for all learners with SEN.  Moving classes will be 

discussed with you and your child at their summer term review meeting. All children get to spend 

several sessions with their new teacher in their new room before the end of the summer term and if 

necessary pupils with sen will have extra sessions and spend more time getting to know the adults 

they will be working with. We have a whole school approach to behaviour, teaching of key skills and 

classroom environment, which also minimises disruption on moving to a new class.  

Transition to secondary schools will be discussed in the summer term of their Year 5, to ensure time 

for planning and preparation. The SENCO can arrange to visit possible schools with parents if 

required. 

When a child with SEN transfers into our school a meeting for the parents will be arranged with the 

SENCo in order to complete a Pupil Profile. Links will be made with the child’s previous school to 

ensure all information is received quickly. 

Have your say 

Weston Primary School is a community school and we all have a part to play in how successful it is. We 

can shape and develop provision for all of our learners ensuring achievement for all.  This SEN report 

declares our annual offer to learners with SEN, but to be effective it needs the views of all 

parents/carers, learners, governors and staff.  So please engage with our annual process to ‘assess 

plan, do and review’ provision for SEN by completing and returning parent questionnaires.  

It’s always nice to hear when we get things right but we know sometimes we can make mistakes too so 

please come in and speak to us if you have any worries or concerns. If you would like to make a more 

formal complaint please contact the Head teacher Ros Atkins at Head.Weston@halton.gov.uk   

 

mailto:Head.Weston@halton.gov.uk
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Further development 

Our strategic plans for developing and enhancing SEN provision in our school next year include 

further whole staff training around general areas to support teachers in adapting their environments 

and teaching methods to cater for the needs within their class. Specific training for individuals to 

support those children with more specific needs such as sensory impairments or communication 

difficulties. We are also working towards the nationally recognised Inclusion Quality Mark award as a 

way of auditing our provision externally against a national standard and recognising the good work 

taking place.  

In preparing this report we have included staff, parents and children through discussion and 

questionnaires. 

Relevant school policies underpinning this SEN Information Report include: 

• SEN Policy and appendices 

• Teaching and Learning  

• Accessibility  

• Supporting pupils with medical needs 

• Behaviour 

Legislative Acts taken into account when compiling this report include: 

 Children & Families Act 2014 

 Equality Act 2010 

 Mental Capacity Act 2005 

Date presented to/approved by Governing Body: TBC 


