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Play Services Summary:  Open comments  
 

What are your memories of play? 

Professional Provider Parent Carer 
 Always outside, building dens, didn't have many 

toys but made up our own play 
 Arts and crafts, outdoor games, creative role play, 

playing with friends 
 Being outside in the fresh air playing   Games like 

hide and seek,Kirby etc 
 fun 
 Having fun outdoors making friends water fights, 

arts and craft play. 
 I remember playing in my back garden with my 

sindy dolls with my friends. 
 Kerbie, Cartwheels, Skipping, Handstands ball 

games 
 laughing and having fun 
 My memories of play are of playing in my garden 

on my swing for many happy hour whilst singing my 
made up songs. Also playing with my brother's toy 
cars whilst hidden in case an adult (e.g. next 
neighbour) would tell me that I shouldn't play with 
those because I'm a girl & girls don't play with cars. 

 My memories of play outside with hula hoops and 
roller skates playing with friends exploring my 
environment and on occasions taking risks by 
climbing and exploring dark caves / tunnels 

 Playing in the street with neighbours, riding bike's 
to the local park. Making mud pies and rose petal 
perfume โ 

 Playing outside all day , building dens and making 
things with mud and sticks 

 Playing outside with friends and playing with my 
sister 

 Playing with dolls, board games, playing outside 
games, making new friends, arts and crafts 

 playing with my brother and friends, playing house 
 Role play, construction, outdoor play. 
 Very vague, but I remember having lots of creative 

and social activities with my peers. 

 Always played out 
 Being outside 
 Bike rides.  Friends.  Parks. 
 Climbing trees, making dens, Kirby, man hunt - I remember 

playing out rain or shine.  Going on bike rides, a lot of out 
doorsy fun. 

 Fond memories of playing with friends in the streets, down 
the "prom" in West Bank, the building site when the Runcorn 
Widnes bridge was being built - we played all sorts of games 
eg rounders, cricket, throwing balls, skipping, chasing, 
running, climbing as well as using the play equipment in the 
small park 

 Having fun outside with friends and family making up our 
own silly games 

 Lots of outdoor activities 
 Out all day playing in a corn field and small play area only 

going home to eat 
 Outside with siblings.  Family games.  Parks. 
 Playing house, lots of imaginative play,  playing on buses, 

tractors. 
 Playing in the garden with family or the street with friends 
 Playing in the street - rounders / ball games.  Playing in the 

park, picnics, swings, football.  Playing on the beach with 
family and friends.  Playing at home with siblings and friends 
with jigsaws, dolls, prams, dressing up.  May day walks 
through the streets.  Days out with the church. 

 Playing out on the road with neighbours every day (cul de 
sac) 

 playing outside- great fun with friends and fresh air 
 Playing outside in street / local parks / woods.  Playing hide 

and seek. kick the can, bike rides, making perfume 
 Playing outside with neighbourhood friends 
 Playing outside.  Black and white game boys.  Pretend play 

with toys. 
 Playing safe having fun in the fields and play grounds and by 

my house 
 Playing 'school' with my dolls / soft toys. Playing outside with 

friends - kerby, street cricket, riding bikes etc 
 Playing ut with friends.  Wendy house, paddling pool, 

sandpit. 
 School and at home 
 Street based as teenager i attended the local youth club and 

boxing club enjoying discos. 
 Was always out at some park somewhere 
 We always played in the road, all the children played 

together without the need of adult supervision.  The road 
was a cul-de-sac so only people who lived there used the 
road so it was safe. 

 We mainly played outside making our own games a lot of the 
time.  I used to love digging through to Australia at the top of 
the garden.  Also hopscotch.  We enjoyed knitting, sewing 
making clothes.  We only used to get 1 toy for Christmas and 
for our birthday each year. 

 We played in the street learn by our experiences 
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What play benefits are there in your setting/environment?  Professional / provider 

 A variety of toys from small world, jigsaws, duplo, arts and crafts, animals,trains,dolls,kitchen, outdoor activities, 
play house, water play,chalks, football, bikes scooters. The list is extensive โ 

 Attached to a children's centre as well as having a nursery near to our setting 
 Indoor and outdoor play opportunities, forest area, field, yard. 
 Learnt to be inventive and creative and make fun games with not much equipment 
 Lots of activities / resources / games.  Good role play. 
 Lots of different benefits such as children can engage in messy play,imaginative play and outdoor play. 
 Our play rooms and creche both inside and outside provide the opportunities for developing all areas of learning 

for children such as Physical, Personal,social and emotional, Communication and language. We also like to 
encourage children to use their imagination when they play. 

 Our settings are carefully planned to accommodate children's needs and interests, we have a range of resources 
which are well maintained and reflect the children's curiosities resources such as blocks for building with, pens, 
chalks or pencils for mark making, small world items such as cars, dolls and trains, jigsaws, sensory play, clothes 
for dressing up in and should be accessible by children themselves. 

 Outdoor - big playground area.  Indoors spacious hall 
 Outdoor facilities, lots of space, variety of different activities 
 Play choices, safe and supervised, trained staff, inclusive play 
 Playing with toys and balls, bats playing games outside 
 Social skills for child and parents  modeling play 
 Trikes, bikes, all kinds of outdoor sports equipment , climbing frame , open space for imaginative play 
 Trim trail, excellent playground, great indoor games for down time. 
 We have an art and craft room, Play Station and board games.  We also have an outdoor seating area 
 We provide activity groups for children with disabilities in a community setting and provide them with a range of 

play activities. 
 

What are the benefits for children having access to play?  Parent / carer 

 Being an only child it helps with social skills 
 Build friendships, help with imagination 
 Gives them confidence whilst exploring.  Using their imagination. 
 Helps them socialise 
 Helps to help them socialise and learn to share 
 I like to see what different toys my child likes so I can get her different ones at home 
 In groups we attend Joseph learns to socialize they have access to new toys and can play with those that are for 

both genders.  It is also a safe environment.  Play develops children's imaginations, physical skills and cognitive 
skills. 

 Interaction with other children especially if you have an only child.  Builds confidence and teaches them 
boundaries with others. 

 It is important to play to build hand eye coordination and confidence. 
 It makes them happy. Its a release for them too. 
 Making friends or at least being around others, less isolation. 
 Meet and make friends.  Exercise.  Imagination. 
 Meeting other children, improving confidence, learning how to play without computers 
 New surroundings and friends.  Try something new 
 Physical exercise, team work, interpersonal skills, creativity 
 Play is crucial to all aspects of a child's development.  The child has an innate drive to play and explore his/her 

world.  Language and social interaction is developed along with motor skills and cognitive development. 
 Role play and acting.  Social skills, preparation for school.  Interaction with adults and other children 
 Sharing, education, development, Socialising, Fun 
 social communication skills- exercise- 
 Social helps children with confidence 
 Socializing, language development, sharing, develop imagination experiment, develop / strengthen new skills. 
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 This is how they learn, explore, find out about themselves and the world around them. It allows them to test 
themselves, test out their theories, test their limits, use their brains and their bodies, burn energy, socialise etc. 
Children are designed to play. 

 To encourage young children to be more active and to move away from the tv computers it helps with building 
friendships and keeping safe with the help of parents educating there children 

 To help develop their skills and learning, to enjoy themselves, to help develop imagination 
 Very beneficial I enjoy taking my grandchildren to Victoria and crow wood parks they find it fun. 
 Very important children need to options.  It is far too easy for kids to socialize over the xbox or through phones.  

So having groups available gives them chance to play with other children other than at school. 
 

What are the barriers in your setting that can stop children playing?  Professional / provider 

 As the children who attend creche are mixed ages, this can hinder children playing as younger children can 
sometimes spoil older children's games because they don't understand. Also there may not be another child the 
same age for an older child to play with. 

 Isn't any barriers to stop children playing 
 More space would be nice so we didn't have to tidy everything away at the end of the day. 
 Mum mental health 
 None 
 None that I'm aware of 
 None. 
 School runs 
 Setting prevents relaxed attitude as staff worried about damage to property inside a school hall or outside on a 

playground 
 Social communication difficulties, limited down time to enjoy okay resources 
 Sometimes finding appropriate venue, limited funds 
 Sometimes when we have a creche there may be only two children of different age ranges in the creche for 

example there may be a baby of four months and a three year old child therefore the older child may not be able 
to engage in play with children of their own age range. 

 Technology, older children do not want to play as much limited amount of things we can access 
 The older children do not want to come and play and just play on their phone 
 The setting itself children and staff are aware that the setting is not owned by HPC and we are conscious of not 

damaging the property when playing, however this cannot be helped as there is no alternative setting and so 
strategies are put in place to encourage as much play without worrying about breaking objects. 

 The settings and childrens reliance on technology so they don't know how to play.  
 Varying complexities of disabilities and development stages among children and young people that we support. 

Can be difficult to provide fun and engaging activities to meet a range of personalities and interests. 
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What barriers can stop your child from playing?  Parent / carer 

 (Grandchildren) - safeguarding/health and 
safety;  

 Age difference 
 Availability, 
 Availability. 
 Bad weather. 
 Being shy or afraid 
 Bullying 
 Communication 
 Competing priorities 
 Computers 
 Computers. 
 Cost 
 Cost- lack of autism awareness 
 Cost of some activities; 
 Cost of some activities; competing priorities 
 Cost. 
 Having family groups where parents stay can 

make children shy / unwanting to participate 
and be outgoing 

 Health and safety.   
 Health and safety.  No access to some parks. 
 Homework, tiredness, school, 
 Homework;  
 I also believe they have too many toys and 

don't learn how to play one game / toy before 
messing moving on to play with something 
else.   

 Lack of encouragement 
 Lack of interest.  
 Lack of play opportunities, equipment and 

places to play (parks / children's centres etc.).  
Other adults and children facilitate play and 
model behaviours and allows skills to develop. 

 Lack of resources eg toys. 
 Lack of resources.   
 Lack of space.   
 Neighbours complaining of noise 
 No one of there age to play with. Having to 

travel further to friends so have to be back 
sooner.  

 Not being aware of service available. 

 Own worry about people snatching kids 
 Parent not supporting children to play or giving them 

access to play.  No facilities near by to play within 
walking distance i.e. parks 

 Parent participation (some don't want to engage in 
play).  

 Play areas we need more and safe environments lack of 
youth clubs 

 Safety issues particularly stranger danger if allowed 
outside and road awareness.  

 Technology. 
 Them wanting to spend time on computer games or 

watching TV;  
 They are only little, so having someone to take them to 

the park or supervise them in the garden. 
 Time an issue for many working parents. 
 Time,  
 Transport  
 Unfriendly atmosphere 
 Unknown adults, 
 Unsafe and unhygienic play areas and public places 
 Unsafe environment, ie heath park has an open pond, 

not great for an asd runner with no sense of danger, 
inclusion, general public are not inclusive whith sen 
children. Groups ie brownies, boxing, swimming very 
hard to find a group that would accept us, unless.we do 
private which we do for swimming but at £18 per 
session limits how much we can do. 

 Weather  
 When equipment is broken, rough areas etc.  

Parents/carers having time to take them to parks / play 
areas 

 Worry of unsavoury characters about. Not being able to 
see your child play. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Play Services 2016.  43 responses were received in total.  
Please contact HBC Customer Intelligence Unit for further information: research@halton.gov.uk 

 

Where can children play now? 

Professional Provider Parent Carer 
 Big hall, little hall, outside 
 Children can play at home, parks, pre-schools 

and children's centres. 
 Children can play indoor and outdoor in the 

centre we also provide sensory light room and 
soft play. 

 Children centre  Home   Local parks - Victoria 
Park 

 Creche area, childrens area within library 
 In garden (enclosed), conservatory, Living 

Room 
 Inside a school hall or outside on a playground 
 Inside and outside 
 Inside and outside of the building, sensory 

room, classrooms, yard, field and forest area. 
 Living room, dining room, garden,local 

parks,children's centre 
 Parks , In gardens , at parties, 
 Parks near home (on street), play schemes, 

clubs (guides etc.) 
 Parks, clubs 
 Parks, fields, homes 
 Parks,children centres and garden. 
 There are opportunities and provision for 

children to play, however there can be 
variables that make this difficult for families to 
access e.g, criteria's, location, cost, transport 
etc Some families need to have 
encouragement, information and guidance in 
how to access them whereas others may need 
more support in encouraging their 
childs/young persons independent play with 
friends out in the community. 

 Anywhere (house, garden, park) 
 At home, childrens centres, Nursery school. 
 At the park in our small back yard, in the carpark at the 

end of our road at weekends. 
 Groups.  Home/garden.  Park.  Soft play.  Nursery 

School. 
 Hardly anywhere 
 Home, parks, childrens centres, play centres. 
 Home, school, playground, childrens activities, pre 

school, friends houses 
 Home.  Outdoors.  Parks.  Children's Centres.  

Swimming baths.  Woodland.  School.  Play areas 
designated within housing areas.  Football pitches.  
Soft play e.g. jelly beans etc. 

 In our garden at home, park - specific ones 
 In the garden or at friends 
 Limited play areas 
 Local parks.  Own gardens. 
 Nursery.  Children's Centre, Church, Junior church 
 Only in select parts of town 
 Park, home, out and about, anywhere 
 Parks, Childrens groups.  In the house or back garden. 
 parks, gardens, houses, schools, leisure centres, playing 

fields, open spaces - anywhere really 
 Parks, soft play areas, children's centers. 
 Parks.  Skate parks.  Soft play areas 
 play areas- park 
 Play centres and parks 
 Play centres, parks, at home 
 Playgrounds I see children playing in the street still 
 The Park 
 The Park only within parents by the house 
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What do you think children’s play opportunities should be?  Professioanl / provider 

 Being able to play freely, following the EYFS 
 Children should be able to play both with child led activities and some adult led activiites.Children should be able 

to play inside and outside to explore the natural environment. 
 Children should have lots of different play opportunities from making mud pies in the mud kitchen to running up 

and down hills and balancing on beams to listening to stories and developing the storyline further with different 
fun activities recreated from the book. 

 Frequent and freely available to all including those whose parents work full time 
 Games, sports, board games problem solving tasks, arts and crafts, climbing stuff. Messy play 
 I think play opportunities should not be limited. Especially in a society where people are struggling with the 

social side of communication which play supports. Children/ young people should be encouraged to play without 
ict equipment. 

 Imaginative, structured, role play, continuous provision, construction, team, individual, problem solving. 
 Make their own play choices and be given the equipment tools to help 
 Messy play 
 Natural, Spontaneous 
 Open access 
 Playing is one of the most important things a child can do, play allows them to build their confidence, develop 

social skills, language and communication, develop physical skills and connect and refine pathways in their brain. 
 Playing outside, arts, crafts, ball game 
 Sensory / messy play, ball games, assault courses, physical activity, reading building arts and crafts, board games. 
 To get involved in activities of their choice and become absorbed in play and never be bored. 

 

What do you think your child’s play opportunities should be or look like?  Parent / carer 

 A safe gated environment with cameras 
 As they are currently.  Variety of groups with friends.  At home with friends/siblings/alone. 
 Being creative.  Imagination 
 Bright imaginative with climbing facilities football cricket tennis basket ball facilities with sections for toddlers 

primary and teenagers 
 Designed by children/young people 
 Fun, exciting, inviting 
 I miss youth centres.  Somewhere safe for older children to play or hangout.  Brownies and guides have massive 

waiting list so youth centres would be great. 
 I think that there are many opportunities for children today.  We have particularly enjoyed literacy and numeracy 

groups I wish there were more groups like this.  I believe swimming vouchers available for young children are 
good if unlimited. 

 Inclusive, supported 
 Lots of different activities 
 Many and varied indoor and outdoor, with / without designated equipment.  Opportunities for play on IT. 
 Meeting new friends in a controlled environment with a variety of stimuli 
 More indoor and outdoor activities and more water activities and water slides 
 Opportunities should be available for age ranges and have a mix of activities 
 Organised groups 
 Outdoor play and parks for all ages 
 Parks, youth centres 
 Plentiful 
 Plenty of choice of environments - safe where they cannot hurt themselves. 
 Safe, fun.  Play in yard at parks have age appropriate clubs i.e. youth clubs. 
 There are many play opportunities in Runcorn.  Soft play, music groups, childrens groups, brilliant for my 

younger daughter 
 There should be plenty of opportunity to play for free or for a small cost. 
 Variety of equipment to enable imaginative play 
 Variety.  Encouraged to do develop own games / variations. 
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Do you see play being supervised? 

 Yes = 15 Comments 
 Always by parents - 
 At the moment yes he is 5. 
 Both supervised and unsupervised 
 By parents / carers yes. 
 Certain types of more adventurous play require an adult scanning the activity - climbing, balancing, forest tasks 

etc. 
 Depend on the age group. 
 Depends on childs age and level of development and venue. 
 Depends on where they are. 
 I think we need park attendants to oversee children at play especially during the summer months to have a 

responsible adult present would make such a difference helping our children to stay safe and help combat anti 
social behaviour 

 It depends on the activity. 
 It depends on the sort of play, the age and needs of the child, and the surroundings 
 Not all the time 
 Not always its good to have independent play to learn for self.  Some play needs to be supervised to ensure 

safety and also direct play and encourage appropriate play 
 Not so much supervised as there if needed , got to let children make choices and see their own potential 
 Only during play times and lesson times. 
 Only to ensure safety and fairness, not to dominate play. 
 Play is supervised majority of the time by parents / carers. 
 Sometimes 
 Sometimes but not necessary if children are in a safe environment 
 Sometimes, sometimes not 
 Yes- as child has autism 
 Yes at playgrounds. 
 Yes but appropriately depending on the needs of the child. 
 Yes I always supervise my children. Never interfere unless they want me to be involved 
 Yes staff constantly encourage and play with children.  When the child does not want the staff to play games 

with them play is still supervised to make sure it is suitable and safe. 
 Yes, but staff should be there to help initiate and support positive play. Supervision is needed to ensure 

safeguarding, appropriate interactions and positive behaviours which can be modelled by staff. 
 Yes, sometimes too much 
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Where can children play under 8 years of age? 

 15 meters 
 50 meters 
 500meters 
 Garden 
 Garden 
 garden 
 garden 
 Garden or where you can see them 
 I believe play should be surpervised in a safe environment / to the end of the road up to 5 years. 
 in enclosed home garden/yard 
 in garden enclosed 
 In the home (specific rooms), back garden 
 In the road they live in 
 In the street / close 
 In the yard or on carpark on weekends 
 No safe distance at these ages 
 None 
 None 
 None 
 None always supervised 
 None, play within the house 
 Not unaccompanied 
 On the front of your house 
 On the street outside home in view of the parent 
 Only in garden or in front of own house 
 Outside house 
 Own close / street  100m 
 Should always be surpervised 
 Where mum and dad can see outside my house 
 Where mum and dad can see them 
 Where parent / carer can keep an eye on child from distance 
 Within close proximately of your home (no more than a minute walk) 
 Within eyes view 
 Within immediate sight of the house. 
 Within sight 
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Where can children play aged between 8 – 13 years of age? 

 1 mile 
 1.5 -1mile 
 100 /150 meters 
 5 mins walk 
 5 minutes walk from house 
 Further afield (within 10minutes of home becoming further as they get older) 
 Garden / front / friends house 
 In area of home 
 In front of house (not on road) for younger ones up to a few yards away for older ones 
 In our close on the front - 5 metres 
 In our road or drop them off at a friends 
 In the home, fornt, back garden, cul de sac, possible end of street 
 In the housing estate they live in 
 Local Park 
 Local park - no main roads to cross 
 Local to home: street / park 
 Near by parks, on the street 
 Near firends houses with strict times to return 
 Nearby facilities / park 
 Nearby park 
 Nearby park / field / streets near home 
 Next close, up the road 
 No safe distance at these ages 
 None 
 Not out of sight until at least 11 
 On the estate 
 Own street or defined area in front of house (8-11) Park, if close enough (12-13) It would definitely depend 

where you live though 
 Street maybe at the park but getting picked up and dropped off 
 Ten minutes walk away 
 To friends houses with contact via phones 
 To thefield, local parks. 
 Up to 2 streets away (maybe supervise across roads) 
 Within a mile 
 Within earshot 
 Within sight 
 Within sight of home/neighbours. 
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Where can children play over 13 years of age? 

 2 miles 
 5 miles 
 A bus ride to places 
 Being dropped off at friends so long as we know where they are 
 depending upon age - this can vary greatly as well as depending upon maturity of child 
 Depends on the circumstances 
 Down town 
 Down town with friends / cinema by themselves 
 Friends houses, bus journey, town etc 
 Furhter afield 
 Further as long as they have a mobile 
 Hard to give distance but again its teaching our children to keep in contact and keeping safe 
 Home, friends home, local park, community centre etc 
 If parent carer kept infomred were they are going and times fairly free to move around town 
 In surrounding areas 
 In the town they live in 
 It would depend on the child, and the area you live, but you would want to give them more freedom / 

responsibility 
 Let them explore as long as they have a phone to check in with an adult 
 Local park within 2 miles 
 Local town / swimming baths / cinema with friends 
 Local town, cinema etc. 
 More free rein but still like to know where they are 
 More freedom out and about but in before it goes dark. 
 Nearby park with friends or other nearby places, increasing distance with age/ability 
 none 
 On bus to town with friends or park. 
 Over a mile. 
 Set times to be back 
 Shopping in Widnes / cinema 
 To meet with friends but always keep in touch via phone and never end up on own 
 To the cinema, town 
 Unlimited 
 Within 3 miles 
 Within an hours walking distance 
 Within contact 
 Young people should be able to self regulate, providing they are given time scales, a mobile 'phone and safety 

instructions/passwords. 
  



Play Services 2016.  43 responses were received in total.  
Please contact HBC Customer Intelligence Unit for further information: research@halton.gov.uk 

 

At what age do you stop playing? 

 Never = 6 comments 
 10 years old 
 12 
 13 
 13 
 13 
 13  but persoannly think there is always room for play 
 13+ 
 14-15 although use computer games and mobiles now as a form of play 
 14-15 year old 
 14-16 
 A child should not stop playing at any age.  As a child grows older their play matures for example socializing is a 

form of playing.  As long as a child / adults is active they are playing. 
 around 13 years 
 Children should always play 
 Children's play has evolved from my childhood. More technology, more independence, more information e.g 

social media, websites etc etc. 
 Depends on the child and their maturity some children probably in teens others earlier 
 High school age perhaps? 
 I do not think their is an age children should stop playing. Provided it's age appropriate why stop? 
 It depends on your definition of 'play', and when they feel they are too cool to play. 
 It never stops just evolves 
 Never - different 
 Never I am an adult and I love playing and being silly.  I want my children to play as long as possible 
 Never I still enjoy playing games 
 Never, play changes with age. 
 Not sure 
 Once in high school / puberty 
 Once work becomes more important 
 Play changes but I don't think it stops ie board games, music, computers still appeal as an adult. 
 Play comes in all forms. Eldest is16 doesnt play anymore from about 12. He is all about gaming. His only other 

outlet is youth club once a fortnight with chaps or canal boat project. He has also started archery. He only 
socialises with kids on his level or disability. He has autism. My youngest still plays but there are no youth clubs 
for him nearby 

 Secondary school around Year 8. 
 The always play 
 There is always time to play whatever your age 
 They don't - play changes 
 They don't.  The type play changes as the child matures. 
 When they are ready themselves, each child is different. 
 When they start highschool 
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Who should provide play opportunities? Who should provide play opportunities? 

Professional Provider Parent Carer 
 Anyone that can 
 Everybody 
 Everyone 
 Everyone - we all need to play to ensure 

holistic physical and mental development. 
Some research indicates that adults would 
benefit from playing to reduce stress levels. 

 Everyone where children are looked after 
 Families, friends and practitioners. 
 Mother, father, play workers, family, carer, 

school 
 Myself, Childrens Centres, School - after school 

activities 
 Parent / carers.  Teachers / school.  Friends.  

Play workers 
 Parents / carers and local authority 
 Parents / family.  Play settings, Schools, 

Friends 
 Parents carers, local authority clubs and 

national organisations (ie cubs / brownies) 
 Parents, carers, teachers, play schemes, 

siblings, relatives, other children 
 Parents, pre-schools, nurseries, after school 

clubs, the local authority 
 Play should be encouraged by family, school, 

nursery. Play should be encouraged to explore 
interests, skills that may be developed into 
hobbies, careers etc throughout their 
development. 

 School, Children centre, youth clubs 
 Schools, parents, Boroughs ( places to play, 

youth clubs, play schemes (not just under 13) 
clubs ) 

 Anyone that can 
 Council and parents 
 Council should be able to provide the open areas to 

play in but parents should encourage play. 
 Everyone, play centres / schemes 
 Family members, friends or organized group from play 

schemes 
 Family, school, pre school, nursery, childrens centres - 

all facilities that provide for children 
 Leisure services, youth services, uniformed 

organisations, schools, clubs, charities 
 local authority- schools- sports facilities 
 Local council, groups, childrens centres. 
 Local councils 
 Maybe the government should put a bit of money 

aside 
 Parents 
 Parents and Children.  Educational Settings 
 Parents carers grandparents local authority after 

school clubs during out of term times to as it can be 
extremely hard during half terms. 

 Parents Children's Centers, Local Council 
 Parents, children's  disabilty services, charity 

organisations, school 
 Parents, council 
 Parents, groups, Schools, council 
 parents, schools, clubs 
 Parents, schools, local authority (childrens centres) 
 Parents, schools, local councils 
 Parents.  Families.  Schools.  Play centres.  Local 

Authority.  Communities. 
 Parents.  Local centres. 
 Schools, clubs, parents, grandparents 
 The council. One in each village 
 The parents.  Nurseries.  Child minders. 
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Do children have time to play? Do you think your child has time to play? 

Professional Provider Parent Carer 
 Before school lots of time all day.  5 year+ not 

as much. 
 Children have time to play if there 

environment allows it. 
 Not always especially when they start school 
 Not always. Too many other pressures - 

parental work commitments, impact of 
technology has reduced the capacity of some 
children to have meaningful play.. 

 Sometimes yes and no 
 There seems to be more homework than what 

we had.  But yes children still have time to play 
/ do hobbies 

 Yes 
 Yes 
 Yes after school, half terms. 
 Yes and should have time to play 
 Yes but not enough 
 Yes but not enough. 
 Yes but sometimes they can be too busy inside 

with technology to play outside. 
 Yes plenty of time 
 Yes, if a child does not play at home they have 

play in school for example PE and breaks. 
 Yes, unfortunately I think it can be parents 

who limit their time due to busy lifestyles 
 Yes. 

 Yes = 10 Comments 
 Not 100% as we have swimming lessons, dance, 

gymnastics. 
 Some but not a lot 
 With the right weather conditions and correct 

supervision 
 Yes - plenty 
 Yes a lot 
 Yes all day when awake 
 Yes but not always in the right way 
 yes but they sometimes choose to watch TV or play on 

computer instead 
 Yes but this depends on the child. 
 Yes I am fortunate I live directly facing my local park 

my grandson and LAC have limited time given on there  
computers to try and encourage out door play activites 

 Yes I make sure she does. 
 Yes my grandchildren have lots of play time. 
 Yes there is always time to play if TV time I Pad play 

etc. is restricted. 
 Yes, but would like older one to have more time during 

the week, and not be so busy with school things 
 Yes, they are just lazy. 
 Yes.  There should be a balance between adult led and 

child initiated activities. 

 


