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SEN Information Report 2016/17 
 

The governing bodies of maintained schools and maintained nursery schools and the 
proprietors of academy schools must publish information on their websites about the 
implementation of the governing body’s or the proprietor’s policy for pupils with Special 
Educational Needs (SEN). The information published should be updated annually and any 
changes to the information occurring during the year should be updated soon as possible. 
This SEN Information Report has been compiled using the information required as set out 
in the Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014. 
 
Broad Areas of SEND 
The Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years (Statutory 
guidance for organisations who work with and support children and young people with 
special educational needs and disabilities), effective September 2014, details four broad 
areas of need as follows: 
1. Communication and interaction  
2. Cognition and learning  
3. Social, emotional and mental health difficulties  
4. Sensory and/or physical needs  
For further explanation, please see Appendix A at the end of this information report. 
 

General School Details: 

School Name: Bridgewater Park Primary School 
 

School website 
address: 

www.bridgewaterparkprimary.org.uk  

 

Type of school: Primary  
 

Description of 
school: 

Bridgewater Park Primary School is an inclusive, mainstream primary 
school offering places for children between the ages of 3 and 11. The 
school is an academy operating within The Heath Multi Academy 
Trust. 

Does our school 
have resource 
base? Yes or No 
 
If Yes please 
provide a brief 
description. 

No 

Number on roll: 101  (including Nursery)  
 

% of children at 
the school with 
SEND: 

26% 

Date of last 
Ofsted: 

None since new school 
 
 

http://www.bridgewaterparkprimary.org.uk/
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Awards that the 
school holds: 

Investors in People – Accredited  

Accessibility 
information about 
the school: 
 
Please insert a 
link to your 
school’s 
Accessibility 
Strategy. 

Wheelchair access, disabled toilet. 
 
 
 
http://bridgewaterpark.halton.sch.uk/PublishingImages/Pages/Onlin
e-Office/School%20Access%20Audit%20-
%20Action%20Plan%20September%202015.doc 
 

Expertise and 
training of school 
based staff about 
SEN. (CPD details) 

We are committed to developing the ongoing expertise of our staff.  
We have current expertise in our school: 

Initials of person Area of expertise Level  

MB (HLTA) 
 

Read, Write, Inc. 
Tutoring 

Specialist 

JOC, CB, SL, GH Speech, language and 
communication 
needs: Makaton 
training 2 day course 

Enhanced 

CB Specialist teaching 
assistant for 
Communication and 
Interaction 

Enhanced 

MB (HLTA), CB, CH Cognition and 
Learning attendance 
at a range of CPD 
including: First Class 
@ Number 

Enhanced 

Staff are trained in Quality First Teaching strategies to support 
children with specific learning difficulties, writing person centred SEN 
support plans and changes to the SEN Code of Practice.  
 
In addition to this, some staff have been trained in Numicon which 
provides a whole school multi-sensory approach to support children 
develop their mathematics skills. All KS1 and KS2 teachers have been 
trained in the principals of Singapore Maths which uses the concrete, 
visual, abstract methods of teaching. 
 
Bridgewater Park is committed to raising staff expertise in the area of 
SEN and disability and seeks to provide a comprehensive training 
programme for all staff so that they are equipped to meet the needs 
of all children they teach.  
 
The SENDCO is currently undertaking the PG Certificate Special 
Educational Needs SENCO Award. 
 
 

http://bridgewaterpark.halton.sch.uk/PublishingImages/Pages/Online-Office/School%20Access%20Audit%20-%20Action%20Plan%20September%202015.doc
http://bridgewaterpark.halton.sch.uk/PublishingImages/Pages/Online-Office/School%20Access%20Audit%20-%20Action%20Plan%20September%202015.doc
http://bridgewaterpark.halton.sch.uk/PublishingImages/Pages/Online-Office/School%20Access%20Audit%20-%20Action%20Plan%20September%202015.doc
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Documentation 
available:  

Are the following documents 
available on the schools 
website? 
 
If yes please insert the link to 
the documents page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

SEN policy yes 
 

Safeguarding 
Policy 

yes 

Behaviour 
Policy 

yes 

Equality & 
Diversity 

Yes 

Pupil Premium 
Information 

yes 

Complaints 
procedure  

yes 

Range of Provision and inclusion information: 

How we identify special 
educational learning needs as 
a school and how we seek the 
views, opinions and voice of 
pupils and their parents in 
planning to meet them. 
 
 

At Bridgewater Park Primary we believe in early 
identification of special educational needs.  Every child’s 
attainment will be assessed on entry to school so that 
the foundations during the child’s pre-school years can 
be built on. If a child has already been identified as 
having a special educational need in their early years 
setting, then the class teacher and SENCO will use this 
information to inform planning and support (See SEN 
Policy, 2014) 

 
Children may be identified by the following: 

 A child who is working below age related 
expectations despite receiving quality first 
teaching and appropriate rigorous 
intervention. 

 Concerns raised by a teacher and shared with 
the SENCO 

 Consultation between class teachers and the 
leadership team during pupil progress meeting 

 Following an assessment completed by a 
specialist outside agency for example, 
Education and Child Psychology Service 

 Parental requests for further assessment and 
investigation which leads to class teachers and 
the Assistant Principal identifying a SEN. 

What extra support we bring in 
to help us meet SEN: specialist 
services, external expertise & 
how we work together. For 
example health, social care, 

A full list of our external partners who we work with can 
be found in our contribution to the Local Offer.  
Extending our school approach, we commission using an 
outcomes-based approach.  This enables us to hold our 
partners and ourselves to account. 



4 

 

local authority support 
services and voluntary sector 
organisations. 
 

 
Our academic assessment for children and young people 
with special educational needs is moderated through our 
cluster of schools and neighbouring partners.   
 
Our approach involved: providing additional visits for 
children entering school to nursery, planned transition 
visits and home visits for children new to the school. For 
children moving to secondary we support children too.   

 
Bridgewater Park Primary Academy is part of The Heath 
Multi Academy Trust and has close links with schools 
within the academy. This includes attendance at events 
hosted by The Heath, specialist teaching for dance, 
music and French from visiting teachers and attendance 
for staff at training events. 
 
We closely monitor children’s destination data and 
ensure that the receiving school has all of the 
information they require to support the child in their 
new setting. 
 
Bridgewater Park Primary works closely with outside 
agencies and the Local Authority to ensure a 
coordinated approach in supporting children at the 
school. We aim to refer a child to services early.  
 
We work closely with health and education services 
including: Education and Child Psychology Service, Local 
Authority Specialist Teachers, Speech and Language 
Therapy Service, Woodview Child Development Centre, 
Paediatrics, Occupation and Physiotherapy Service, 
Attendance and Behaviour Service, Positive Behaviour 
Service, IWST and Social Care to ensure a coordinated 
and multi-agency approach to supporting children with 
SEN and additional needs. 

 

How we provide access to a 
supportive environment; ICT 
facilities/equipment/resources
/ 
facilities etc. 

The school has an Accessibility Plan details how we aim 
to make our building more accessible for children and 
visitors with physical disabilities. The school is mainly on 
one floor but there are steps up to the reception 
classroom and down to the key stage 2 classes however, 
every classroom can be accessed at ground floor level.  
There is wheelchair access and a disabled toilet. 
 
The school uses a range of approaches such as:- 

 specialist equipment to support the curriculum  

 individual workspaces 
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 access to ICT resources eg IPAD 

 prompt and reminder cards for organisation 

 symbols and visual prompts 
 

What strategies/programmes/ 
resources are available to 
support speech & language 
and communication including 
social skills? 

All children in nursery and reception are assessed on 
entry using the WellComm Screening Toolkit. This 
enables us to assess where children have gaps in their 
speech and language skills. This screening also helps to 
inform any referrals to speech and language therapy 
service. Appropriate interventions are the then planned 
in as part of whole class teaching and for individual and 
small group support. In addition to this we provide small 
group Talk Time to help develop social skills and support 
children to develop their communication skills with their 
peers.  
 
The use of Makaton signing is used as a communication 
tool to support children understand what is asked of 
them and to help children communicate with their 
peers and other adults.  
 
Children who have been assessed by speech and 
language therapy service have a care plan will receive 
regular, designated time with the specialist teaching 
assistant for Communication and Interaction. 
 
In Key Stage 1 we offer Time for Talk programme to 
develop social and communication skills. For individual 
children, we may provide visual supports to aid their 
communication and understanding skills, for example, 
access to a visual timetable. 
 
In Key Stage 2 we offer Socially Speaking groups 
designed to develop social and communication skills for 
children with associated difficulties. 
 
Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder or social 
communication difficulties may receive a tailored 
curriculum delivered in class. 
 
Children with ADHA may have personalised behaviour 
plans drawn up in line with the whole school behaviour 
policy in order to meet their individual needs. 

Strategies to support the 
development of literacy 
(reading /writing). 

School operates a whole school approach to developing 
early reading skills. Read, Write, Inc. is an evidence 
based programme designed to get children to read, 
write and spell quickly. It can also be used as a catch up 
programme for children aged 8 and 9. Children up to the 
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age of 9 years old are grouped by ability and taught in 
small groups for Read, Write, Inc. in order to give them 
the phonics skills they need to develop literacy skills.  
 
Bridgewater Park Primary also delivers evidence based 
intervention programmes aimed at narrowing the gaps 
with their peers. These interventions are bespoke to the 
individual needs of the child and are reviewed regularly 
with parents. 

Strategies to support the 
development of numeracy. 

In mathematics, the school is following the teaching 
principals of Singapore Maths.  In most year groups this 
is taught in discrete year groups.  Identified children will 
be provided with pre-teach sessions and some children 
will benefit from catch up sessions. 
 
The school has also invested in Numicon, a proven 
intervention strategy to help support children with SEN. 
This is used in all classes.  
 
Some support staff are also trained in First Class @ 
Number intervention for children in Key stage 1. 
 
Bridgewater Park Primary also delivers evidence based 
intervention programmes aimed at narrowing the gaps 
with their peers. These interventions are bespoke to the 
individual needs of the child and are reviewed regularly 
with parents. 
 

How we adapt the curriculum 
and modify teaching 
approaches to meet SEN and 
facilitate access. 

Underpinning ALL our provision in school is the 
graduated approach cycle of:  
 Assess:   
This initial assessment described above will inform any 
SEN plan and will be updated on a regular basis. 
Teachers are expected to report on pupil progress on a 
half termly basis. In addition to this, children with SEN 
may receive additional assessments around their area of 
need formally twice a year and informally during 
intervention sessions on a more regular basis.  
 
Plan:  
When a child is placed on the SEN register, an SEN 
support plan which details adjustments to teaching and 
learning, what is additional to or different from that 
usually provided for children at our school.  This plan 
will also provide short term outcomes that we expect 
the child to achieve as a result of the provision. This 
plan will be person centred and it is our expectation 
that it will be written by the class teacher together with 
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parents and carers and the child. The SENCO may also 
be involved in this process. In addition to this, teacher 
planning will also detail adjustments to teaching and 
learning that is tailored and differentiated to meet the 
needs of every pupil. 
 
Class teachers maintain responsibility for every child in 
their class. Class teachers have high expectations for 
every child including those with SEN. As part of their 
SEN provision it may be that a child needs to receive 
additional support or intervention which is not normally 
afforded to all children. In this instance, details of any 
intervention or specialist provision provided outside of 
the main classroom teaching will be provided to the 
class teacher and opportunities made for specialist 
teachers and teaching assistants to share this 
information with the class teacher. It is the expectation 
that the same or similar strategies are deployed in their 
mainstream class teaching so that techniques become 
familiar for children. Any teacher or teaching assistant 
working with a child on SEN support will be aware of 
advice and strategies provided by professionals so that 
they can be deployed consistently. 
 

How we track and assess pupil 
progress towards the 
outcomes that we have 
targeted for pupils (including 
how we involve pupils and 
their parents/carers). 
What we do when provision or 
interventions need to be 
extended or increased and 
how we evaluate their overall 
effectiveness. 

Children have a unique insight into their strengths and 
difficulties. They will be encouraged to contribute to the 
assessment of their needs, review of their provision and 
planning any future changes. Person centred planning 
approaches are central to the school’s ethos for 
supporting children with SEN to achieve good outcomes. 
 
Involving parents and learners in the dialogue is central 
to our approach and we do this through regular reviews 
such as termly SEN support plan reviews and annual 
enhanced provision reviews (as appropriate).     
 
The school monitors the attainment and progress of all 
learners carefully and seeks to address any areas of 
weakness quickly. The progress of all vulnerable groups 
will be discussed at half termly pupil progress meetings 
with the Principal.  The impact of interventions is 
monitored by the SENCO and actions taken as required 
to ensure continued progress. 
 

Strategies/support to develop 
independent learning. 

All children at Bridgewater Park are being taught how to 
become independent learners.  For children with SEN 
this is further supported through strategies such as:- 

 individual timetables and checklists 
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 “chunking” of activities 

 individual success criteria 

 visual prompts 

 pastoral support plan targets  
 

Support /supervision at 
unstructured times of the day 
including personal care 
arrangements. 

Bridgewater Park Primary aims to provide a safe, 
nurturing learning environment for all children and 
promote positive mental health and wellbeing. We have 
a positive approach to behaviour management with a 
clear Behaviour Policy that is followed by children and 
staff.  
 
We take every opportunity to include pupils socially 
during break and lunch and provide a family dining 
lunchtime so that children of all ages can mix and 
socialise during their break. Anti-bullying ambassadors 
promote positive relationships and seek to include 
pupils who may be isolated from their peers.   
 
All children in school have access to a PSHCE curriculum 
to support their personal, social and emotional 
wellbeing.  There are weekly PSHCE and Healthy Minds 
class sessions. 
 
For children who require additional support during un-
structured times, pastoral support plans are put in 
place.   
 

Extended school provision 
available; before and after 
school, holidays etc. 

Bridgewater Park Primary School operates a free 
breakfast club available to all children in Reception to 
Year 6.  At the same time various after-school clubs run 
which are able to be accessed by all children.   

How will we support pupils to 
be included in activities 
outside the classroom 
(including school trips) working 
alongside their peers who do 
not have SEN? 
 
 

We aim for all children to be in included on school trips 
and residential stays. We will work with parents to 
ensure that any necessary adaptations have been made 
and ensure that trips are successful. 
 
A risk assessment is carried out before hand to ensure 
that everyone’s health and safety will not be 
compromised. In the unlikely event that an activity is 
unsafe for a child to take part for whatever reason, an 
alternative activity, which will cover the same 
curriculum area will be provided in school. 

  

Strategies used to reduce 
anxiety, prevent bullying, 
promote emotional wellbeing 
and develop self-esteem 

Bridgewater Park Primary aims to provide a safe, 
nurturing learning environment for all children and 
promote positive mental health and wellbeing. We have 
a positive approach to behaviour management with a 
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including mentoring.  clear Behaviour Policy that is followed by children and 
staff. 
In addition to this a range of strategies are used as and 
when appropriate including: 

 Home school communication book 

 Pastoral support plans 

 Named key workers  

 Nuture groups 

 Anger management groups 
 

The school has invested in the Boxall Profile which 
allows us to track improvements in social and emotional 
development and provide suitable intervention for 
them. This will be included in the child’s SEN support 
plan and shared with parents. 
 
 
The school will also refer a child to Barnardos and 
CAMHS if it is necessary to meet the needs of a child 
with social, emotional and mental health needs. 
 
 

What strategies can be put in 
place to support behaviour 
management? 

Bridgewater Park Primary aims to provide a safe, 
nurturing learning environment for all children and 
promote positive mental health and wellbeing. We have 
a positive approach to behaviour management with a 
clear Behaviour Policy that is followed by children and 
staff.  
 
The school will also seek the advice and 
recommendations from the Attendance and Behaviour 
Service and Positive Behaviour Support Team to provide 
further individual advice and support. 
 

How we support pupils in their 
transition into our school and 
when they leave us and in 
preparing for adulthood. 

For children entering Reception class or Nursery we 
carry out transition and home visits. 
 
For children moving to secondary we support children 
by working closely transition co-ordinators to ensure a 
smooth move.  Where necessary we will access support 
to provide additional transition support for vulnerable 
children. 
 
We closely monitor children’s destination data and 
ensure that the receiving school has all of the 
information they require to support the child in their 
new setting. 
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Access to strategies, resources, 
programmes, therapists to 
support occupational therapy/ 
physiotherapy needs and 
medical needs. 

The school follows the advice and recommendations 
from external agencies and ensures that strategies are 
acted upon by any adult working with the child.  
 
Bridgewater Park Primary aims to refer a child early to 
Woodview CDC if there are any concerns about their 
sensory needs or physical development. We also seek 
specialist advice from the specialist teachers from 
within the local authority to ensure that necessary 
adaptations have been made. The school is experienced 
in following sensory diets provided by Occupational 
Therapy Service and any care plan activities provided. 
 
In school we also have a specialist occupational therapy 
programme available, which has activities and resources 
aimed at developing fine and gross motor skills. These 
activities can be delivered on a 1:1 basis, in small groups 
or as part of whole class teaching activities. The school 
also uses specialist handwriting activities aimed at 
developing motor patterns for children who have 
difficulty in this area.  
 
We also use checklists to measure the impact of sensory 
distractions for children who may struggle in this area. 
Steps could be put in place to minimise sensory 
distractions and ensure that a child is not overloaded. It 
also provides an opportunity to measure the impact of 
any intervention we put in place. 
 
For children with medical needs close liaison with 
medical staff takes place as required.  Staff training 
takes place for managing any particular needs as 
required.   

Extra support for parents and 
carers and pupils offered by 
the school/how parents are 
involved in their child’s 
education. 

Involving parents and learners in the dialogue is central 
to our approach and we do this through: 
 

Action/Event Who’s involved Frequency 

SEN support plan review Parents and carers of 
children who are SEN 
support, class teacher, 
SENCO may be 
involved 

Six times a year* please 
note that some of these 
reviews may coincide 
with termly parents 
evenings but a longer 
appointment will be 
provided to allow for a 
full discussion 
 

Enhanced provision 
review 

Parents and carers of 
children who are in 
receipt of enhanced 
provision 
 

Once a year 

Parents evenings Parents and carers of 
all children  
 

Three times a year, 
although from Y1 and 
below, parents will be 
invited into school on a 
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rolling cycle to help 
support the children in 
order to make 
accelerated progress. 

Welcome Wednesdays  Any parent in nursery 
or reception class 
 

Weekly 

Celebration assembly Any parent Half termly 
 

Maths/English 
workshops 

All parents Ongoing  

 
Bridgewater Park Primary is committed to promoting 
and developing parental engagement and independent 
advocacy for parents. This includes making parents 
aware of support services that are available through the 
Local Offer and helping parents to access SEND 
Partnership. 

How additional funding for 
SEN is used within the school 
with individual pupils. 
 

For children with allocated additional funding, Teaching 
Assistants are deployed to support them in line with the 
Local Authority allocated support hours. In addition to 
this, children in Year 1, Reception and Nursery are 
supported by an additional teaching assistant who is 
deployed to support small groups and ensure that all 
children can access the curriculum. 
 
Bridgewater Park Primary continues to develop a 
specialist model where teaching assistants develop their 
own area of expertise to support children with 
particular areas of need. These teaching assistants will 
then be allocated to provide 1:1 and small group 
teaching support for children with SEN.  
 
In addition to this staff are deployed to provide small 
group English support through Read Write Inc. Groups 
will be delivered by trained staff following this 
evidenced based phonics and literacy programme. 

Arrangements for supporting 
pupils who are looked after by 
the local authority and have 
SEN. Including examples of 
how pupil premium is used 
within the school. 
 

When a child is looked after by the local authority, they 
will be supported with a personal education plan (PEP) 
which outlines the provision and support allocated to 
them. This will be reviewed with the child, their carers 
and the social worker annually. The school may apply 
for additional pupil premium funding to ensure that 
they receive the right support necessary. In addition, we 
attend and contribute to an annual looked after review. 
 
The school monitors the attainment and progress of all 
learners carefully and seeks to address any areas of 
weakness quickly. This includes monitoring children who 
are looked after by the local authority. The progress of 
all vulnerable groups will be discussed at half termly 
pupil progress meetings with the Principal. 
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SENDCO name/contact 
 

Deb Chappel 
asthead@bridgewaterparkprimary.org.uk 

Principal’s name/contact 
 

Paul Holloway  
head@bridgewaterparkprimary.org.uk 

Completed by: 
 

Deb Chappel Date: September 
2016 
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Appendix A 
 
Broad areas of SEND taken from SEND Code of Practice 0-25 effective September 2014 
 
Communication and interaction  
 
6.28 Children and young people with speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) 
have difficulty in communicating with others. This may be because they have difficulty 
saying what they want to, understanding what is being said to them or they do not 
understand or use social rules of communication. The profile for every child with SLCN is 
different and their needs may change over time. They may have difficulty with one, some 
or all of the different aspects of speech, language or social communication at different 
times of their lives.  
 
6.29 Children and young people with ASD, including Asperger’s Syndrome and Autism, are 
likely to have particular difficulties with social interaction. They may also experience 
difficulties with language, communication and imagination, which can impact on how they 
relate to others.  
 
Cognition and Learning 
 
6.30 Support for learning difficulties may be required when children and young people 
learn at a slower pace than their peers, even with appropriate differentiation. Learning 
difficulties cover a wide range of needs, including moderate learning difficulties (MLD), 
severe learning difficulties (SLD), where children are likely to need support in all areas of 
the curriculum and associated difficulties with mobility and communication, through to 
profound and multiple learning difficulties (PMLD), where children are likely to have 
severe and complex learning difficulties as well as a physical disability or sensory 
impairment.  
 
6.31 Specific learning difficulties (SpLD), affect one or more specific aspects of 
learning. This encompasses a range of conditions such as dyslexia, dyscalculia and 
dyspraxia.  
 
Social, emotional and mental health difficulties  
 
6.32 Children and young people may experience a wide range of social and emotional 
difficulties which manifest themselves in many ways. These may include becoming 
withdrawn or isolated, as well as displaying challenging, disruptive or disturbing 
behaviour. These behaviours may reflect underlying mental health difficulties such as 
anxiety or depression, self-harming, substance misuse, eating disorders or physical 
symptoms that are medically unexplained. Other children and young people may have 
disorders such as attention deficit disorder, attention deficit hyperactive disorder or 
attachment disorder.  
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Sensory and/or physical needs  
 
6.34 Some children and young people require special educational provision because they 
have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of the educational 
facilities generally provided. These difficulties can be age related and may fluctuate over 
time. Many children and young people with vision impairment (VI), hearing impairment 
(HI) or a multi-sensory impairment (MSI) will require specialist support and/or equipment 
to access their learning, or habilitation support. Children and young people with an MSI 
have a combination of vision and hearing difficulties. Information on how to provide 
services for deafblind children and young people is available through the Social Care for 
Deafblind Children and Adults guidance published by the Department of Health (see the 
References section under Chapter 6 for a link).  
 
6.35 Some children and young people with a physical disability (PD) require additional 
ongoing support and equipment to access all the opportunities available to their peers.  
 
 


