
Specific Learning Difficulties Clinic 

Kathryn Whitfield – Advanced Orthoptist 

Children who are not progressing at school and have difficulties with reading, writing and 
spelling can access the specialist team of Orthoptists in the Specific Learning Difficulties 
Clinic (SPLD). Children have their visual perception skills assessed alongside visual 
educational tests which identify any defects of visual processing which may be contributing 
to their difficulties at school. The Orthoptists work very closely with the SENCO, teachers 
at school, occupational therapy and education psychology teams to ensure children are 
supported with any visual therapy or advice that may help their learning. 

Clinics: held at Warrington Hospital and Halton Hospital. 

Referral 

Schools refer directly to Kathryn Whitfield : 

 By letter, including the child’s name, date of birth, address and parents/carers names, 
parental consent and a detailed explanation describing the child’s visual difficulties 

preferably with 
 The Orthoptists Screening Tool for Class Teachers (access this tool 

on:inclusionhalton.comProfessionals areaOther Services) 

Address: 

Kathryn Whitfield 

Advanced Orthoptist 

Specific Learning Difficulties Clinic Lead 

Orthoptic Department 

Warrington Hospital 

Kendrick Wing 

Lovely Lane 

WA5 1QG 

Tel:01925 662772 

Email:Kathryn.whitfield@whh.nhs.uk 


